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MEDICAID PATIENT?
that needs long term care?

now you have options

 

“They’ve been 
wonderful.  
I know the help 
is right there. ”
Molly Felczak, Jamesville, NY
VNA Homecare Options Member
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PRESIDENT ’S  

DENNIS J. NAVE, M.D.

Page

Following is the inaugural address of Dr. Dennis J. Nave, M.D. (above at
podium), which he gave at the Onondaga County Medical Society’s Annual
Dinner Meeting, November 13, 2014.

My fellow physicians, colleagues and friends:

As your incoming President of the Onondaga County Medical Society, 
I would first like to say I whole-heartedly accept this responsibility with your
support and prayers.  I want to thank Dr. Halleran for his devoted service to
our society over the past year.  I want to thank Jim Coulthart, our Executive
Vice President since the beginning of this year, for his hard work and
diligence.  He has brought new vigor and devotion to his job, following over
three decades of devoted service by Jerry Hoffman, and deserves our
gratitude.  I would also like to recognize the entire Executive Council and
recognize their collective efforts that help give direction to your Medical
Society.  I want also to recognize the Labor community members that are here
tonight for their ongoing support and to all of you for your commitment to
our 208-year-old institution.  Finally, I would like to thank my wife of 33
years, Ann, our five children and two son-in-laws for putting up with my
extracurricular activities.
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As your new President, I want to take a moment to talk about a very serious
topic – baseball.  Like my predecessor, Dr. Halleran, who ended his acceptance
speech by quoting from a movie, I would like to start mine in a similar way.
Many of you may know the movie “Field of Dreams” celebrated its 25th
anniversary this year.  In the movie, the main character, Ray Kinsella (played
by Kevin Kostner) builds a baseball field in the middle of his Iowa cornfield
where ghosts of famous major league players of the past come to play.  As the
story goes, Ray meets up with a character named Archibald “Moonlight”
Graham, also known as “Doc” Graham (played by Burt Lancaster), a small-
town doctor from Chisholm, Minnesota.  “Doc” Graham gave 50 years of
memorable service to his town, but had a baseball wish.  He played one half-
inning in 1922 for the New York Giants, but never got to bat.  As he tells Ray
that this wish of 50 years ago had to remain a wish and he would not leave his
town to go to Iowa,  Ray says to “Doc” Graham:  “50 years ago for 5 minutes
you came that close, I mean it would kill some men to get that close to their
dream and not touch it – they’d consider it a tragedy.”  Then old “Doc”
Graham responded “Son, if I’d only gotten to be a doctor for five minutes –
now that would have been a tragedy.”

Another character in the movie, Terance Mann (played by James Earl Jones),
speculates that if “Doc” Graham had gotten to bat and made a hit, he would
have stayed in baseball, depriving the town of Chisholm the 50 years of
devoted service provided by the doctor.  In the movie, it was made clear that
“Doc” Graham did not only practice medicine, but was a community leader.

Today, many of us could ask ourselves, if we had the chance at being a major
league baseball player, or a player in any major sport for that matter, would 
we do it?  After all, a career in major sports is a lot shorter than a career in
medicine.  You’d be much more famous and recognized outside your home -
town.  Your face would appear on trading cards and you’d make so much
money you could retire while still very young.  And you wouldn’t have to
borrow hundreds of thousands of dollars for an education, or have given up
so much of your youth in pursuing that education.

Nonetheless, my fellow physicians, you followed your hearts and your dreams
to be what you are here today.  But I would say that you are much more than
just “physician” or “doctor.”  Every single one of you made a great sacrifice to
serve your fellow human beings, and in doing so have served as a model for
community leadership.  Like it or not, others look to us for guidance and
direction, not only directly in the medical field, but outside it.

All of us are community leaders in one way or another.  Maybe it’s at your
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place of worship or your children’s school or at a college or medical school.
Or maybe at a charity or community group or function.  It could even be in a
specialty society or, yes, even in a doctor’s union.

Whatever the case, we are all called upon to be leaders in this community.
This is why we must stay organized; this is why we must speak out on behalf
of our profession and our patients.  We are the patient advocates in our
community – not the government, not the insurance company executives, and
certainly not the trial lawyers. 

This is why we must remain engaged in our community.  This is why we must
remain united.  There is absolutely no reason why physicians with differing
opinions cannot work together for our common good.  We all have a role to play,
and it doesn’t matter if you’re a pediatrician or neurosurgeon, we are all
physicians who must speak with one voice to our community.  It is essential that
we make it clear that we are a deciding factor when it comes to making decisions
about healthcare in Central New York.  We cannot simply surrender our patients’
care to insurance companies and government.  Nor can we expect them not to
play a role.  Instead, we must partner with them; we must be the loudest voice at
the table, but we can only do it if we ourselves are unified.

As some of you know and others deserve to know, I have a long background
and experience in the labor community in Syracuse.  Unlike my last few pre -
decessors, neither of my parents were doctors.  My mom dropped out of
school to work in a munitions factory during World War II while my dad
fought in the battlefields of France and Germany.  Of course, after the war, my
dad came home and worked at a unionized factory.  One of my grandmothers
was instrumental in forming a women’s garment union in Newark, New
Jersey, during the Depression, because she had the crazy notion that women,
including  immigrants and minorities, should be paid the same as a man for
the same work.

I went to my first Greater Syracuse Labor Council meeting at the age of 5,
accompanied by my dad.  During college and the first part of medical school,
I worked alongside my father in a mechanized bakery and was a member of
Local 116.  Because I was making money I needed for school, I became
concerned one day when I found out we were working without a contract and
might go on strike, which would have a devastating impact on every worker’s
budget, especially mine.  The factory was going to bring in managers from
other plants to make the products if we were out on strike.  I was very con -
cerned about this until I met up with one of the truck drivers who shipped
our products daily out of the plant.  Because he was also in a union, though
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different from ours, he said he could not cross our picket line, so all the
products would only pile up on the loading dock and spoil.  In the end we got
our contract and the strike was averted.  As a young man, I learned the power
of collective action and unity.

I do want to assure all of you I started my career in medicine at age 16
working summers for the County Health Department mopping and sweeping
floors for $2.28 an hour.

Today and over the past seven years, I have had the pleasure of serving as
President of the Greater Syracuse Labor Council, where teachers, nurses,
builders, engineers, nursing home workers, Upstate medical professors and
physicians in both public and private unions with differing agendas come
together for common causes.  As a labor president, I have said it is alright to
fight “inside” our house like a family, but “outside” we are one voice.  At our
meetings, we remind ourselves that we are sisters and brothers.

So now I say to you let us stand up for our principles and for social justice.
The support for social justice cannot be monopolized by one group or entity
but should be shared by all.  We must support the very people we have taken
an oath to care for, we are not profit-taking insurance executives or politicians
looking for votes, nor are we ambulance-chasing trial attorneys.

We are stewards of the healthcare system.  We must support the availability of
healthcare to all members of society, especially the working families whose
taxes already support Medicare and Medicaid.  We must support other health -
care professionals.  We must demand that hospitals have adequate nursing
staffs and they have adequate training in infectious disease control; that
nursing homes pay living wages to all their workers, where some of our most
medically vulnerable members of society reside.  We must also support child
and maternity services to help bring down the infant mortality rate in this
county, especially among minorities.  And we must never let any of these
issues be politicized by those seeking public office.

We must remind our community that New York physicians generated 570,000
jobs, or ten jobs per physician, in 2012.  We also generated $5.6 billion in state
and local taxes and over $57 billion in wages and benefits.  Nationally,
physicians in direct patient care contributed $1.6 trillion in economic activity,
supporting 10 million jobs.  In New York alone, we generated nearly $100
billion in economic activity, with each physician supporting $1.7 million in
economic output.

Yet, this massive contribution to our economy is constantly threatened by
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unfunded government mandates, high malpractice insurance costs, and
decreasing payments from insurance companies and Medicare.  Between 2001
and 2012, the Center for Healthcare Workforce Studies revealed that the
number of physicians trained in New York who actually stay here to practice
declined from 53% to 44%.  New York State cannot afford to continue to make
the practice of medicine even more difficult.  The time for reform is now!

The time is now that physicians no longer be treated differently than any other
profession or trade.  The time is now to make it clear to our State Legislature
that we will no longer be treated as second-class citizens while health insurance
companies enjoy monopolies and healthcare dollars are directed to overpaid
executives, diminishing the resources we need to care for our patients.  Let us
call upon our legislators to stop protecting executive compensation over the
healthcare needs of every New Yorker.  Let them know that as patient
advocates, we need a level playing field and we will accept nothing less! If
insurance companies and physicians fail to provide the care our patients need
through negotiation on a level playing field, surely we will have laid the
groundwork for government control of the entire healthcare system.

So now, I say to all of you to look upon each other as brothers and sisters and
all work together as one voice;  let us fight for the right of collective action in
dealing with insurance companies as other states have already done;  let there
be no healthcare law, be it local, state or federal, without first our direct
unified voice at the conference table.

Most of all, my fellow physicians, my brothers and sisters, let us remember
why we are here today.  I believe in all of you and that, for all of you, it would
truly have been a tragedy if you had been a doctor for just five minutes.  It is
therefore with great pleasure that I serve as your President for the coming
year.  God bless all of you, and thank you for being here tonight.

DECEMBER 2014 5

26th Annual Herbert Lourie Lecture

The 26th Annual Herbert Lourie Lecture was held October 9, 2014, 
at the Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel in Syracuse. Dr. Sanjay Basu
gave a presentation entitled “Improving Public Health Safety Nets
After an Economic Recession”.  A recap is posted on our website home
page, www.oncms.org. Click on the link, 26TH ANNUAL HERBERT

LOURIE MEMORIAL LECTURE ON HEALTH POLICY. 
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Meet President Dennis Nave, MD    
A “Home-Grown” Central New Yorker 

As we embark upon a new leadership year, it will be my pleasure to be work
alongside the new  President, Dr. Dennis Nave.  I am pleased to report that

he has the best interests of the organization and its membership in mind as he
assumes the duties of the office. In recent months, I have been working
alongside him; meeting with and briefing him on various initiatives and
learning  his goals for  his term of office. If even a fraction of his vision comes to
reality, it will move the medical society forward significantly.

The following is a biographical sketch about the man and the events that have
molded him. I think that after reading it you will be as impressed as I am with
his drive and motivation, and join with me to support his efforts to unite and
strengthen this Medical Society.

Dennis J. Nave, MD, was born at the old St. Mary’s Hospital on Court Street
and, as he puts it, “ended up practicing down the street for 26 years.” His family
first lived above his grandparent’s grocery store on North State Street on the
same block as St. Joseph’s Hospital.  As luck (and a lot of hard work) would
have it, he ended up doing his residency and becoming an attending physician
there. The grandson of Italian immigrants, he speaks fluent Italian, and was
often called on to act as an interpreter for patients in the hospital and ER. 

This combination of rich cultural experience and medical expertise led to him
to join in practice with his good friend, Dr. James Telonis (of Greek heritage).
Together they formed Family Medicine Associates of CNY in 1986. Initially, the
practice provided a place for Italian- and Greek-speaking patients to access
primary care, a sort of “Mediterranean connection.” It has grown significantly

EXECUTIVE 
VICE PRESIDENT’S 

JAMES E. COULTHART

Page

James E. Coulthart
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over the decades, and today offers primary care to a diverse patient base
numbering in the thousands. He is also an Associate Clinical Professor in the
Department of Family Practice at Upstate Medical University. 

Dr. Nave first joined the Onondaga County Medical Society in 1982, and has
served as a member of the Executive Council for the past nine years. He is a
member and a Fellow of the American Academy of Family Physicians.  

You could say that, technically, Dr. Nave started working in the health field at
the age of 16 as a maintenance worker with the Onondaga County Health
Department. Taking note of his surroundings, he easily developed an interest in
medicine. In his late teens and early 20’s he was a factory worker, and readily
identified with issues facing working class families. His life has been informed
by this experience, which laid the groundwork for his interest in collective
bargaining for physicians, as well as their right to form unions. 

Dr. Nave’s vision for physicians is one of unity, with the right to act collective ly
for the benefit of physicians in caring for patients, and as a counter-balance to
insurance companies and government regulation.  His vision models his
experience in working with diverse unions, both public and private, for
common goals. He feels that diversity in the medical profession can be an asset
rather than a drawback.

He is also very passionate about, and involved in, the area’s labor scene. He is
currently serving his eighth year as President of the Greater Syracuse Labor
Council, and is the Business Agent for the Physician Teamster Alliance Local
1149.  His accolades garnered in this arena include the 2010 Labor Leader of the
Year Award from the Onondaga County Working Families Party, and the 2006
Activist of the Year Award from the Central New York Labor Federation.

Dr. Nave and his lovely wife, Ann, have been married for over 33 years. They
reside in the Syracuse area, and are proud parents of a family of five grown
children; Kristen, Kathryn, Andrea, Dennis John, and Allison; and two 
sons-in-law, Jon and Rob.
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Outgoing
President’s Remarks

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In preparing my final remarks for this evening, I could not help reflecting on
some of my earliest recollections of when I embarked on the formal coursework
many years ago for what would become my career as a physician.

Ever since the first day of Medical School, I have known the first law of
medicine, “primum nom nocere,” which means, “First, do no harm.” I’ve always
thought ours an unusual profession that had just one law. To me it has always
begged the question, “What about a second law?”

I share with you this evening that this second law should be “facere bona” which
means “do good.” This should be an easy law to follow because anything in
medicine is good and has value. Take for instance a normal delivery, a well
infant visit, or a twelve hour neurosurgery, total knee or hip replacement, a
cardiac stent placement, a cancer resection, counseling end of life care, and so
on. Choose any procedure.

These all have value and all are intrinsically good. So what is so hard? Well, there
are perverse incentives and other factors imposed by outside entities which have
skewed value by placing arbitrary “price tags” on some services but not on
others. How else would you explain the explosion of financial rewards for one
procedure and the charity status for others? For example, hospitals have become
distributors for medical device manufacturers. It is basic economics. If “X”
procedure allows for a payment which is three times less than “Y” procedure,
chances are good that more of the latter procedure will be “encouraged.”

This reality permeates the entire healthcare system, filtering down from
physicians to residents to medical students, influencing choices at each level.
Physicians should ask the question, “Who assigns these price tags?” To be sure,
there has always been inequality among specialties, but the pendulum has
swung too far and needs to be re-set and re-balanced. Physicians need to act
together to regain control and wrest control from outside forces to realistically
define medical priorities.

DAVID R. HALLERAN, M.D.
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We are the physicians. The time honored healers
who society long ago empowered to make the
sick better and heal the injured. If we choose
today to let these trends continue that is our
collective choice for now. However, we must ask,
“What will the future of medi cine hold for our
professional descendants?”

I leave you this evening with but one urgent
message and an important course of action: we
need more physician members. So, spread the
word among your colleagues to join the medical
society. All physicians need to be able to advocate
for themselves so they can advocate for their
patients and continue to do good.

“Facere bona”!

Early career choice. Present-day
fourth-year medical student
Devin Halleran and his
grandfather, Henry Blizzard.

“For the secret of the care of the patient is in caring for the patient.”

FRANCIS W. PEABODY
March 19, 1927
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On November 13, 2014, the Onondaga County Medical Society held its
Annual Dinner Meeting at the Holiday Inn in Liverpool.

Dennis J. Nave, M.D., a family practice physician, was formally elected and
installed as the 187th president of the Society. Dr. Nave succeeds David R.
Halleran, M.D., as president of the organization, which was founded in 1806.
Its current membership includes 1228 physicians and 348 medical students.

The following physicians were also elected to serve on the Onondaga County
Medical Society Executive Council: Richard A. Beers, M.D., President-Elect;
Michael C. Iannuzzi, M.D., Vice President; Michael G. Sheehan, M.D.,
Treasurer; and Mary Abdulky, M.D., Secretary.

Fuad S. Farah, M.D., Professor Emeritus of Medicine and Dermatology at
Upstate Medical University and Chief of Dermatology at Upstate Medical
Center, received the Society’s highest award, its Distinguished Service Award.  

Other service awards were presented that evening to Cynthia B. Morrow, M.D.,
and Michael B. Lax, M.D., for Physician Service to the Community; Thomas J.
LaClair, M.D., for Physician Service to the Medical Society; and Ruth Heller,
J.D., and Patricia A. Burnham, RN, for Service to Medical Care.

This year the Jerry Hoffman Advocacy Award was presented for the first time.
Philip Kaplan, M.D., was the recipient of that award for his commitment,
efforts, and involvement in support of organized medicine advocacy.

The awards are reprinted below for those who were unable to attend the
meeting:

THE ONONDAGA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

ANNUAL

Dinner Meeting 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Onondaga County Medical Society

Presented to

FUAD S. FARAH, M.D. 

Know all by these presents that Fuad S. Farah, M.D., has
rendered distinguished service to the Onondaga County
Medical Society, area patients, physicians, hospitals and
the general public.

In his roles as physician, Professor Emeritus of
Medicine and Dermatology at Upstate Medical
University, Chief of Dermatology at Upstate Medical
Center, recipient of the Gold Standard Teaching Award;
his establishment of a World Health Organization

Research and Training Center in Immunology for the Middle East; having
been twice decorated by the Lebanese government for his contributions to
medicine and as a recipient of a Lebanese citizenship by Presidential decree; as
Chief Resident at the American University of Beirut; as a Rockefeller
Foundation fellow, under the mentorship of Dr. Herman Eisen at Barnes
University in St. Louis, Missouri (now at MIT); having served for decades as
the sole dermatological consult for all three major Syracuse teaching hospitals;
having published over 80 papers in peer reviewed journals and book chapters;
as mentor and role model to several generations of  young physicians in the
area and the region; as a loving husband and father of four children, whom he
inspired to follow in his professional footsteps to become physicians; he has
brought honor to himself and the profession of medicine.

The Onondaga County Medical Society, in recognition of the outstanding
leadership talents and highest professional and personal standards of Dr. Fuad
S. Farah, as physician, teacher, mentor, and role model, confers its
Distinguished Service Award as a mark of the esteem in which he is held by
the members of the Society.
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CITATION OF AWARD FOR 
PHYSICIAN SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

Presented to

MICHAEL B. LAX, M.D., M.P.H.

Michael B. Lax, M.D., M.P.H., you have had a career,
devoted largely to the field of occupational medicine,
which spans more than a quarter of a century.

You earned your M.D. at Ohio State University and your
M.P.H. in Occupational and Environmental Health at
the School of Public Health, University of Illinois,
Chicago.

A majority of your career has taken place in New York
State, specifically in the Syracuse area, at the Central New York Occupational
Health Clinical Center and SUNY Upstate Medical University, the latter in
various teaching capacities.

A prolific writer, you have authored dozens of peer-reviewed publications on
occupational medicine, including books, articles, publications, presentations,
posters and abstracts. You also have an impressive track record in securing
grants funding.

As Director of the SUNY Upstate Medical University Occupational Health
Clinical Center, you have provided this community with a unique place to
receive treatment for occupational diseases. Your expertise in the treatment of
injured workers, as well as acute and chronic diseases and conditions, has made
a tremendous contribution to the delivery of healthcare in our community.

Furthermore, your research interests, most noteworthy in Occupational Health
Politics and Policy, have been of great service to the medical community in
Syracuse and throughout the entire Central New York region.

The Onondaga County Medical Society is honored to present you with the
2014 Award for Physician Service to Medicine and the Community.   

OCMS BULLETIN12

OCMS December 2014 FINAL_Summer 2006 v2  12/12/14  10:00 AM  Page 12



CITATION OF AWARD FOR 
PHYSICIAN SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

Presented to

CYNTHIA B. MORROW, M.D., M.P.H.

Cynthia B. Morrow, M.D., M.P.H., it was just 2011 when
you were recognized by this group of peers for your
outstanding service to the residents of Onondaga County
as the County Health Commissioner.

You were also cited for your service to the community at
that time. Your deeds as a compassionate physician and
astute, capable leader of that government agency were
deservedly documented and praised. 

Tonight, you are being honored for your professionally courageous efforts and
actions taken during the latter part of your time as Onondaga County Health
Commissioner. 

All physicians have their patients’ best interests in mind when deciding courses
of treatment and care. However, few take responsibility for more than 468,000
people when making those decisions, which affect all segments of the
community, from the least advantaged to the most privileged.

As the Commissioner of Health, you feared that the proposed realignment of
the Maternal Wellness and Child Care programs, which would remove them
from the oversight of the Health Department, would reduce funding and access
to programs that serve the women and children in our community. At first you
worked internally to alter the path of this misguided initiative. When those
attempts failed, you resigned from your position, which you had proudly held
for nine years, in opposition to the realignment.  

In short, you not only, “talked the talk,” but you “walked the walk.”   Truly this
was an act of professional courage few would have taken.

You continue to work in public health matters and you are a ready resource for
physician colleagues in the Onondaga County Medical Society. Such tenacity
has helped, in part, to build a base of support among many community
organizations, agencies, and elected officials. The realignment has been delayed
for at least a year. Know that your efforts have brought this to the vigilant
attention of your fellow physicians. 

The Onondaga County Medical Society is honored to present you a 2014
Award for Physician Service to the Community.

DECEMBER 2014 13
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CITATION OF AWARD FOR 
PHYSICIAN SERVICE TO THE MEDICAL SOCIETY

Presented to

THOMAS J. LACLAIR, M.D.

Thomas J. LaClair, M.D., although you are a native of the
City of Massena, N.Y., we are fortunate you chose to
practice medicine, establish a home, and to raise a family
here in Syracuse.

You received your baccalaureate in History from Fordham
University and you attended Upstate College of Medicine.
Your Residency in Family Medicine was at St. Joseph’s
Hospital here in Syracuse. In 2000, you attained your
MBA at Le Moyne College.

A long list of your professional accomplishments reads, in part: Clinical
Assistant Professor at Upstate University, 1980 to present; Residency
Coordinator at Community General Hospital, 1992 – 2000; founding member
of Family Care Medical Group in 1994; member of the Board of Directors at
Community General Hospital for six years; and two years of service as President
of the Onondaga County Chapter of the NYS Association of Family Physicians
(NYSAFP). You have been a member of NYSAFP since your completion of
medical school in 1977. You have also been certified by the American Board of
Family Medicine since 1980 and you hold additional qualifications in geriatrics.

However, Dr. LaClair, we gather this evening to recognize you for your valuable
roles in two significant medical education venues. Literally you are the face of
family medicine to medical students as Director of Upstate Medical College’s
Family Medicine mandatory five-week Third Year Clerkship program. You teach
and mentor family medicine students and you make practical experience
possible by recruiting and involving area family practices in this “hands on”
process. In your position of Residency Coordinator at Community General
Hospital, you ran the second-year rotation program, bringing the practical
application of medicine to Residents while teaching medical concepts. 

In brief, you have had a positive and important hand in shaping the future of
Medicine for decades. 

By the noteworthy value of these accomplishments and your longtime
membership in the Medical Society, The Onondaga County Medical Society is
honored to present you with the 2014 Award for Physician Service to the
Medical Society.
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CITATION OF AWARD
FOR SERVICE TO MEDICAL CARE

Presented to

PATRICIA A. BURNHAM, RN

Patricia A. Burnham, RN you have been in the profession
of Nursing for 33 years.

You hold a Bachelor of Science Nursing degree which you
earned at Niagara University, having graduated magna
cum laude from that program. You also became a
Certified Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nurse through
the Enterostomal Therapy Nurse Education program at
Albany Medical Center.

In the course of discharging your present duties as a Registered Nurse in your
area of expertise at the Community General Campus of Upstate University
Hospital, you deal with complex wound and ostomy consultations, develop
and implement risk assessment tools and preventative skin care protocol,
introduce advanced wound care products, undertake staff education and in-
service programs, provide patient education on wound care, ostomy care and
pressure ulcer prevention. You also participate in wound care rounds in the
residential healthcare facility and are a member of the Skin Care & Nutrition
Committee and the Nursing Performance Improvement Committee.

Your prior nursing assignments have included Staff/Charge Nurse in Labor &
Delivery at Community General Hospital, as well as Vaca Valley and Sutter
Davis Hospitals, both located in California. You served in the United States Air
Force with honor as a Registered Nurse at Davis Grant Medical Center in
Fairfield, CA, with the rank of First Lieutenant.

You have demonstrated superior medical technical skills in all of your
assignments. You are being recognized this evening for your high degree of
professionalism, for going “above and beyond” what is asked. You’ve worked
through lunches, stayed late, and come in on weekends to care for those who
needed you. You do all of this not only with great skill, but with extreme
kindness and humility. 

DECEMBER 2014 15
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Winner of the Jerry Hoffman Advocacy Award Dr.
Philip Kaplan (left), along with Dr. Ramsay Farah
and Jerry Hoffman (far right)

Distinguished Service
Award Winner Dr.
Fuad Farah (front
right) his wife Mona,
and children (back
left to right) Drs.
Ron, Ramsay and
Joyce Farah

Drs.
Adrienne
Allen (left),
John Epling
and
Cynthia
Morrow

Drs. Cinthia and Matthew Elkins

OCMS
President Dr.
Dennis Nave
(left) and
Outgoing
President Dr.
David Halleran

ANNUAL Dinner Meeting 
NOVEMBER 13, 2014
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Ann Sellers, Connie Coulthart
and OCMS Executive Vice
President Jim Coulthart

Drs. Ramsay Farah and Suhas Pradhan receive
Certificates of Appreciation for serving on the OCMS
Executive Council

Drs. Dodji Modjinou, Mary Abdulky and
Mazen Beshara

OCMS Alliance members (left to right)
Joan Cincotta, Lynn Pyke and Regina
Sheehan

Drs. Andrew Weiss and
Sandra Sulik

Past Presidents 
of the County 
Medical Society are
recognized,
including Drs. 
Jef Sneider, 
David Duggan and
Patricia Randall
(standing)
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Welcome to Today’s Options® PFFS/PPO, a leading CNY 

Medicare Advantage Plan that works to make care more 

effective and affordable for all.

www.TodaysOptions.com  |  1.866.568.8921
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W. Douglas Bunn, MD, East Syracuse, NY

“Over the years we have experienced superior
service from the pathology consultants at ClearPath. 
We rely on them daily. They have been easy to reach 
and deal with.”

www.ClearPathDiagnostics.com

600 E. Genesee St., Syracuse  |  (315) 234-3300

Our board-certified pathologists are always available for hands-on  
consultation, precision handling and diagnostics of specimens, 
and immediate response to your inquiries.

 Clear and precise reporting

 Electronic health/medical record (EHR/EMR) 

Rapid turnaround

 Excellence in specimen handling and preparation

 Courier service and in-house billing

Find out why so many practices trust ClearPath  
for their most sensitive and accurate diagnoses.  
Call ClearPath Diagnostics today.
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CITATION OF AWARD
FOR SERVICE TO MEDICAL CARE

Presented to

RUTH HELLER, J.D. 
Area Vice President, 1199SEIU for the CNY/Syracuse Region

Ruth Heller, J.D., you have participated in the CNY labor
movement for 28 years. You earned your B.A. in Political
Science at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and
went on to receive your J.D. from Harvard Law School.

You moved to the Syracuse area in the mid 1980s and
began working with SEIU Local 200A as an organizer for
nursing home, hospital, and home care workers. You were
drawn to union work as a way to give voice to and

represent workers in the healthcare sector.  These people undertake important,
vital and often less glamorous roles but are key members of the healthcare
team, delivering services to patients. 

You serve as Lead Negotiator for over thirty five union contracts for area
healthcare workers. You have championed leadership initiatives such as
bringing attention to state budget issues impacting these workers, safe staffing,
single payor, and “safe sharpes” legislation to mention a few.

In 2008, you became the first 1199SEIU Upstate Education Coordinator. In
2010 you were the first woman elected as Area Vice President of 1199SEIU.
Then, in 2013 you were re-elected to that office, also serving on the Executive
Board of the Area Labor Federation.

As Area Vice President you represent 7,500 area healthcare workers. These
members are the people who serve patients at facilities, hospitals, and in home
care settings.  They are our fellow residents, neighbors, relatives, friends,
parents and fellow church goers.

You have worked to improve members’ working conditions, address perceived
social justice struggles, and improve access to healthcare coverage. It is a tribute
to your efforts that over one third of members in this region contribute to their
Political Action Fund, and many are motivated to become involved in the
political process. 

The Onondaga County Medical Society is pleased to present you with the 2014
Award for Service to the Medical Care.
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CITATION OF ALLIANCE MEMBER SERVICE 
TO THE COMMUNITY AWARD

Presented to

KAREN GREEN

Karen, you have been an active community volunteer in
Onondaga County for over 25 years.  As wife to Dr.
Kenneth Green and mother to three sons, you have also
found time to become involved with many organizations:
At St. Joseph’s Hospital Auxiliary as Legislative Chair,
served on the Boards of the Children’s Consortium, the
Syracuse Symphony, and the National Kidney
Foundation.  You were also a volunteer in the Fayetteville-
Manlius school district and for many neighborhood

endeavors.  You have had the unique opportunity to work side by side with
countless organizations and events as general manager of Stickley.

Your efforts on behalf of the Onondaga County Medical Society Alliance
include:  serving as County President and as chair of many events including the
Alliance’s major fundraiser at the time, the Annual B. Forman Fashion Show.
You were an active participant in numerous seminars put on by the Alliance
and elected as a District Councilor for AMSSNY.  In the early 90s, you were
invited by the Onondaga County Health Department to assist in a pilot
program designed as an opportunity to influence employers and community
leaders about the benefits of breast cancer screening and the need for action.
You have said of the Alliance, “No organization has enriched my life as much 
as this” nor allowed me “all the wonderful friendships.” 

You have found your place in the political arena serving as President of the
Republican Women of CNY and later, being elected to the Town of Manlius
Zoning Board.  You are  presently serving her second four-year term as
Councilor to the Town of Manlius.

The Onondaga County Medical Society is honored to present you with the
2014 Alliance Member Service to the Community Award. 
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CITATION OF ALLIANCE MEMBER SERVICE 
TO THE ALLIANCE AWARD

Presented to

LYNN PYKE

Lynn, you and your husband, Dr. Robert Pyke, have
resided in the Upstate New York area since the late 1980s
and you have been actively involved with the Alliance for
nearly thirty years.  You are a member of both the
Jefferson County Medical Society Alliance and the
Onondaga County Medical Society Alliance, serving both
in a variety of capacities.   You served on the Board in
Jefferson County as Secretary, Vice President and
President.  You were on their Scholarship Committee for

many years and served as its Co-chair for three years.

You have been continuously involved with AMSSNY, having served on its
Board for the past fifteen years and holding positions as Corresponding
Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Secretary, Vice President, and Co-president for
two terms.  You chaired numerous AMSSNY Annual Meetings and Fall
Conferences.  You have been a delegate to the AMA Alliance Annual Meetings
in Chicago many times over the past twenty years. 

You and your husband joined our medical community in Onondaga County
about ten years ago, and have never missed a beat in becoming involved with
the Alliance in Onondaga County.  You have served as Secretary, participated
on committees for the Holiday and Spring Luncheons, Doctors’ Day, the
Scholarship Fund, the Think, Don’t Drink! campaign, the Alliance Day project,
SAVE Day and, most recently, the AMA Alliance North East Regional
Conference.  You have served on our Governing Board since its inception in
2007.

The Onondaga County Medical Society is pleased to acknowledge your time,
effort and financial support of so many OCMS Alliance projects and events,
and presents you with the Member Service to the Alliance Award for 2014.  
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JERRY HOFFMAN ADVOCACY AWARD 

Presented to

PHILIP KAPLAN, M.D., F.A.A.F.P.

Philip Kaplan, M.D., you are being recognized this
evening for your outstanding commitment, efforts, and
involvement in support of organized medicine advocacy.
You have advocated for and on behalf of your profession,
your patients, and your colleagues involving numerous
issues.

Highlighted below are some of the positions pertaining to
advocacy you have held or currently occupy:

• Member, Advocacy Commission, New York State Academy of Family
Physicians (NYSAFP), 2001 – present

• Chair of Advocacy Commission, NYSAFP, 2002 – 2009

• NYSAFP member of MSSNY Legislature Committee, 2004 – present

• Member, 5th & 6th District Branch MSSNY Legislative Steering Committee,
2010 – present

• NYSAFP Delegate to the MSSNY House of Delegates, 2014

• MSSNY HOD Delegate in 2015 for Onondaga County Medical Society

In addition, you served as President of the New York State Academy of Family
Physician (2012-2013), are serving as Chair of the Onondaga County Health
Department Task Force, and are a MSSNY Delegate representing the Onondaga
County Medical Society Executive Council.

Your commitment to advocacy is best illustrated in your own words: “Ideally
all physicians are members of their state specialty society and MSSNY. To this
end, MSSNY must weave the advocacy threads of each specialty into a fabric
which benefits all physicians…a balance requiring continual negotiation and
empathy.”

Given your long-distinguished involvement in this arena and your ongoing
efforts, the Onondaga County Medical Society is pleased to present you with
the Jerry Hoffman Advocacy Award for 2014.  

OCMS December 2014 FINAL_Summer 2006 v2  12/12/14  10:00 AM  Page 24



DECEMBER 2014 25

As a member of the Onondaga County Medical Society and the Medical
Society of the State of New York, you have ways to be heard on matters

of concern to you. No doubt many are familiar with the advocacy efforts
undertaken through MSSNY in Albany. You may not be as familiar with the
annual statewide House of Delegates (HOD). In fact, Onondaga County
Medical Society sends a delegation to represent our county society at this
convention, where they and several hundred other physicians gather to
represent county medical societies from across the state.  This is best thought
of as democracy in action for physician members. 

This year’s HOD will be held on May 1-3 in Saratoga Springs. 

If a member has a concern or issue they would like to bring before the HOD,
they can write that concern up in resolution form and submit it as an
individual at the HOD, or share it with a member of the Onondaga County
Medical Society Delegation.

Please be advised that if a member chooses to submit a resolution to the OCMS
Delegation, the deadline for submission is close of business on February 6,
2015. Well ahead of the technical deadline, this will enable delegation members
to become familiar the issues with which they are charged. These resolutions may
be sent by e-mail, oncms@oncms.org, by fax, 424-8118, or mailed to OCMS, 
329 N. Salina St., Suite #303, Syracuse, NY 13203.                               

Resolution formatting requirements, deadlines and other helpful suggestions
can be accessed from the Onondaga County Medical Society website home
page, www.oncms.org. To open this document, click on the RESOLUTION
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES link in the left-hand column.

Choose to be heard and participate in this important process.

THE 2015 HOUSE OF

Delegates &
Resolutions
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The Onondaga County Medical Society lost two past presidents in October
with the deaths of Drs. Richard A. Konys, a retired general surgeon, and

Donald H. Stewart, Jr., M.D., a retired neurosurgeon. In addition to being
outstanding surgeons, each displayed extraordinary leadership skills in many
endeavors inside and outside of medicine. Dr. Konys was president in1980-81
and Dr. Stewart  followed him in 1981-82.

Their lengthy obituaries in the Post-Standard outlined in detail many of their
accomplishments, but here are some of my memories of them.

Dr. Konys was president of the County Medical Society when I began my 33
years as chief executive officer, and it was Dr. Stewart who chaired the Search
Committee that selected me for the post I held for 30 years by my predecessor,
Stephen K. Leech.

In my early years at the Medical Society, Dr. Konys proposed to the Executive
Council that the Society’s offices, which then also included a 24-hour
answering service and a collection agency, set an example for the medical
community by prohibiting smoking on its premises. He was also instrumental
in the Medical Society assuming a greater role with the Greater Syracuse
Chamber of Commerce. 

Because of his well-deserved reputation as an active board member, always
prepared to address items on the agenda, he was invited to serve on many
community boards of directors. His obit listed more than a dozen boards that
benefited greatly from his participation. In retirement, he was a
dedicated volunteer for many organizations. He looked forward each spring to
being in charge of volunteers at the 14th hole of the Heritage Golf
Tournament, the week following the Masters.

Dr. Konys and his wife, Elinor, became very special friends of the Hoffman

REMEMBERING

Drs. Richard A. Konys &
Donald H. Stewart, Jr.
BY GERALD N. HOFFMAN

OCMS December 2014 FINAL_Summer 2006 v2  12/12/14  10:00 AM  Page 26



DECEMBER 2014 27

family.  We spent a lot of wonderful times together, including the 1988 Sugar
Bowl football game in New Orleans. When my brother, Jim, died in 1992 and
when my mother died in 1996, both funerals were held on weekdays. And yet,
despite his busy work schedule, Dr Konys was there on each occasion. We last
saw the Konys’s  earlier this year in mid-September when they stopped in town
on their drive south from their summer home on Cape Cod to their winter
home on Hilton Head.

Dr. Stewart and his partner, Dr. Herb Lourie, were the  leaders in two separate
statewide campaigns seeking passage of  medical malpractice reform in Albany.
The goal of the  initial effort was a $250,000 cap on medical malpractice
awards for non-economic damages. When that did not  happen, a few years
later Drs. Stewart and Lourie developed and executed a plan for physicians
across the state to voluntarily take vacation days at the same time. The
involvement of thousands of physicians across the state drew the attention of
Governor Mario Cuomo, legislative leaders and the news media. Although they
refused to pass a ceiling on awards, the Governor, the Senate and the Assembly
did agree to establish, at no cost to physicians, an extra $1 million for
medical malpractice protection.

After Dr. Lourie’s tragic death in 1987, Dr. Stewart raised several hundred
thousand dollars in memory of his partner and dear friend. These funds
helped create a number of endowed Lourie Professorships and Syracuse
University’s Maxwell School of Citizenship’s annual Herbert Lourie Memorial
Lecture in Health Policy, now ranked as one of the country’s top health policy
lectures.

Dr. Stewart  was among 30,000 fans who turned out at the Carrier Dome on a
Sunday afternoon many years ago for a nationally televised Syracuse-
Georgetown game. During a timeout, Dr. Stewart raced out of the Dome to the
emergency department at nearby Crouse Hospital when he saw a Syracuse
cheerleader crash to the floor after being tossed in the air by fellow
cheerleaders. He knew immediately that the unconscious cheerleader most
likely would be transported to Crouse, where Dr. Stewart was a member of the
medical staff. A few minutes later he was part of the  team caring for her while
local and national news media personnel awaited word on the condition of the
patient. Fortunately she did not sustain any permanent injuries, and was
discharged from the hospital later that week.

A degenerative muscular disease forced Dr. Stewart to retire early. In retirement
he took up painting, which he did splendidly, even late in life when he needed
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someone to place a brush in his mouth to enable him to paint. I last visited Dr.
Stewart and his wife, Anne, a year ago in their home in Northern Virginia. Like
the Konys’s, they were a great couple.

Drs. Konys and Stewart were trusted, warm-hearted friends to both my family
and to our community. Like so many of their generation, they led by example,
and their contributions to the field of medicine will be greatly missed.

Diane M. Ragan, CRS  
Licensed R.E. Associate Broker 
Direct:  315-445-9952   

Mary R. McNeill, ABR, CRS  
Licensed R.E. Associate Broker 
Direct:  315-671-1620 

101 Marvell Road 
Estate-like living! Formal 

living & dining, music room, 
gourmet kitchen open to great 
room w/ wet bar, master suite 

w/ spa-like bath, custom 
closets & private office, gor-

geous grounds, in-ground 
pool, carriage hse. apt, 6 car. 

$2,300,000     MML# s323095 

103 Gadwall Lane 
Move right in! Upscale 

“cottage” home with gourmet 
kitchen open to great room, 
deck overlooks pond, main 
floor master suite, 2nd level 
w/ office, bd, & bath, lower 
level walk-out offers fam. rm, 
2 bedrooms, bath & storage. 

$499,500      MML# s323045 

141 Marvelle Road 
Elements of old and new 

tastefully combined - formal 
living & dining, stunning great 
room w/built-ins, open eat-in 

kitchen, den w/ fireplace, 
porch overlooks 7th tee, main 
floor laundry, luxurious master 
suite, deck to in-ground pool. 
$525,000       MML# s317310 

R. Matthew Ragan, J.D., LL.M. 
Licensed R.E. Sales Associate 
Direct:  315-399-7767  

RE/MAX Masters         
315-449-9944 

Visit our website: 
RaganMcNeill.com 

Corrections

In the September Bulletin, Dr. Michael Geiss II was identified in a photo
as a retired doctor. Although he was recently honored with a 50-year
citation at the retired physicians lunch, he is not retired. He is still seeing
patients at his office, 2215 E. Genesee St., 472-5329.

Dr. Mary Ellen Greco has a new fax number: 492-3571. Please make this
correction in your records.
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Richard H. Aubry, M.D.

Richard H. Aubry, MD, MPH, of Syracuse passed away on October 11, 2014.
He was 81. He graduated from Manhattan College and New York Medical
College, and received his MPH from Harvard University. Dr. Aubry retired
from Upstate Medical University in 2013 after 50 years on the faculty. During
his lengthy career he specialized in Maternal Fetal Medicine, and was
nationally recognized for his work in helping to lower the CNY infant
mortality rate. He referred to infant deaths as “the canary in the coal mine,”
and said when babies or mothers die, it’s often caused by factors such as
poverty, drug and alcohol abuse, smoking, lack of health care, limited
education and unstable home environments. He spent his career working
with others at Upstate and public health officials to help address those issues. 

Dr. Aubry taught and trained generations of medical students and residents,
was a founder of the Regional Perinatal Center and attended over 8,000
births. Before he died, he established the RMB Aubry Motherhood Fund to
ensure that his work is carried on in perpetuity at Upstate. He also left an
undisclosed amount of money in his will for the department of obstetrics and
gynecology to endow a professorship.

Dr. Aubry was an Army veteran, serving during the Vietnam War.  He was
predeceased by his son, Stephen N. Aubry. He is survived by his wife of 33
years, Marjorie; children, Ann Marie Aubry of Moab, UT, Richard J. Aubry
(Eileen Keneck) of Boston, MA and John A. Aubry of Grand Junction, CO;
grandchildren, Erin, Matthew, Caroline and Austin; siblings, Adrienne Karis of
Scotia, Paul E. Aubry of New Jersey, Louise Garavaglia of Miami, FL and
Patricia Rose of Florida; and several nieces and nephews. Contributions may
be made to the RMB Motherhood Fund, c/o Upstate University Foundation,
750 E. Adams St., Syracuse, NY 13210.

In Memoriam
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Joseph Gold, M.D.

Dr. Joseph Gold, 84, died March 1, 2014. He was 84.  Dr. Gold was the founder
and director of the Syracuse Cancer Research Institute. After graduating from
Upstate Medical School at Syracuse, Dr. Gold was awarded a U.s. Public Health
Fellowship at the University of California at Berkeley. He was a Research
Medical Officer in the US Airforce, and played a principal role in the Mercury
Astronaut Selection Program. He won recognition as an outstanding exponent
in the of heat stress, and published a lead article in the Journal of the American
Medical Association on the mechanism of heat stroke. For his work in heat
physiology, crucial to our space program, Dr. Gold received a citation of
recognition from President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

He returned to Upstate Medical Center as a Research Fellow, then as Assistant
Professor of both Pharmacology and Pathology. In 1966 Dr. Gold founded the
Syracuse Cancer Research Institute, where he studied the problem of cancer
cachexia, the condition of progressive bodily debilitation and weight loss. In
1968 he published a paper titled Proposed Treatment of Cancer by Inhibition of
Gluconeogenesis, (Oncology 22:185-207), which described the biochemical
mechanism responsible for cachexia. 

Dr. Gold proposed that the common chemical hydrazine sulfate was an
inhibitor of cancer cachexia and tumor growth, and he was still actively
working on his research. 

Dr. Gold was survived by his wife of 58 years, Judith; their sons, Shannon
(Timothi Graham) Gold and Sky (Glenny) Gold; and their grandchildren, 
Kai Magdalena Gold, Lani Taylor Gold and Liam Razial. Contributions in 
his memory may be made to The Syracuse Cancer Research Institute, 
600 E. Genesee Street, Syracuse, NY 13202.

Donald Houston Stewart, Jr., M.D.

Donald Houston Stewart, Jr., a past president of the Onondaga County
Medical Society, died on Wednesday, October 1, 2014, after a long struggle 
with Inclusion Body Myositis, a degenerative muscular disease. He was 79. 

Dr. Stewart graduated from Washington University in St. Louis School of
Medicine.He was a resident at University Hospital, University of North
Carolina Chapel Hill, and did his neurosurgical training at the State University
of New York Upstate Medical Center. He was a Major in the U.S. Air Force and
served as Chief of Neurosurgery at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton,
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Ohio. Dr. Stewart then started a private medical practice, Lourie, Stewart, and
Shende, MD’s, in Syracuse, and was affiliated with both Crouse Hospital and
SUNY Upstate Medical Center, where he trained many residents and was well
respected as a clinician and surgeon. He was committed to malpractice reform
and became involved with medical organizations at the county, state, and
national levels. In addition to serving as President of the Medical Society, he
served as President of Congress of Neurological Surgeons and Vice President 
of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons.

In 1993, after retiring due to his illness, he moved to Arlington, Virginia, where
he was a volunteer physician for the Arlington Free Clinic and served on the
board of Capital Caring Hospice and the Arlington County Commission on
Aging. He was predeceased by his parents, the Reverend Dr. Donald H. Stewart
and Mary Howard Turlington Stewart, and his first grandchild, Sarah V.
Morefield. 

He is survived by his wife, Anne Donnelly Stewart; his children, Donald H.
Stewart, III (Kate) of Charlotte, NC, Catherine S. Morefield (John) of
Mechanicsburg, PA, Diana S. Dempsey (Tom) of Arlington, VA, Sarah S.
Amaden (James) of East Hampton, NY; and his grandchildren. Contributions
may be made in his name to Capital Caring Hospice, 2900 Telestar Ct., Falls
Church, VA 22042, or Goodwin House Foundation, 4800 Fillmore Ave.,
Alexandria, VA 22311.

Richard A. Konys, M.D.

Richard “Dick” A. Konys, M.D., passed away on October 20, 2014. He was 79.
Dr. Konys received a Doctor of Medicine Degree from the State University of
New York College of Medicine in Syracuse, and completed a Medical Surgical
Internship and Residency in General Surgery and was Chief Surgical Resident
at the same facility. He was a captain in the U.S. Air Force and for two years
was Chief of Surgical Services at Griffiss Air Force Base in Rome, New York. 

In 1968, he became a partner in the practice of General Surgery and Peripheral
Vascular Surgery with Dr. Richard D. Eberle, Ovid O. Neulander, and Dennis
Resetarits. The practice was later renamed as Surgical Associates of Upstate
New York. Dr. Konys, who was a Diplomat and Fellow of the American College
of Surgery, retired from the practice of medicine in 1999. Dr. Konys was a past
president of the Onondaga County Medical Society, and for many years was a
County Medical Society Delegate to the House of Delegates of the Medical
Society of the State of New York. In 1994, he was the recipient of the
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Distinguished Service Award, the County Medical Society’s highest award. He
was president of the Medical Staff of Community General Hospital of Greater
Syracuse, a Clinical Associate Professor of General Surgery at the Health
Science Center, and was a member of the Board of Directors of many
organizations including BlueCross and BlueShield of Central New York, Home
Aides of Central New York, Patient’s Choice HMO, Home Health Providers, St.
Camillus Foundation, Home Tech of CNY, Inc., Public Broadcasting Council of
Central New York, ComCare Association, Community General Hospital of
Greater Syracuse, Community Health Information and Planning Service, Inc.,
Community General Enterprises, Inc, and CGH Health Services. He was a
member of the Advisory Board of the Salvation Army, a Volunteer Physician
for the Empire State Games, and Medical Director of the National Sports
Festival. Surviving in addition to his wife, Elinor, are two sons, Dr. Richard A.
Konys (Caren) of Fayetteville and Dr. David M. Konys (Julie) of Manlius; 
a daughter, Susan Konys Bermingham (Frank) of Groton, MA, and 10
grandchildren. Contributions can be made to VIM (Volunteers in Medicine
clinic) at www.vimclinic.org.
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INFUSACARE™

Medical Services, P.C.
4811 Buckley Road, Liverpool, NY 13088

Ph. (315) 457-3091 • Fax (315) 457-4305
Dr. Robert A. Dracker • Medical Director

OUTPATIENT INFUSION SERVICES FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

• Immunoglobin Therapy, including IVIG,
and HepBig

• Monoclonal Therapy including Orencia,
Remicade, and Tysabri

• Antibiotic Administration
• High Dose Steroid Therapy
• Prolastin Therapy
• Parenteral Hydration

• Hyperemesis Therapy
• Therapeutic Phlebotomy
• Boniva, Reclast & Prolia Treatments
• Nutritional, Fluid & Electrolyte

Supplementation
• Vascular Access Device Placement

and Maintenance
• Immune Suppressive Treatments A5
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Alliance
News

We are the people who take care of the people
who care for everyone else. Won’t you please

consider joining our Alliance?  We are looking for
new members – we need new members in order to
continue our valuable programs, projects and
events.  Please contact Regina Sheehan,
Membership Chair, for a membership application. . 

The AMA Alliance held its North East Regional
Conference in Syracuse on September 26-28 at the
Genesee Grande Hotel.  Members came from
around NY State and from MD, PA, NJ, DE, MA
and New England, as well as national leaders from
across the country (OH and IN) including the
AMAA President and President-elect.  The weather
was perfect – sunny, warm and dry – and the trees
were ablaze with color.  Enjoyable tours were
planned for the Stickley Museum and Showrooms,
the Matilda Joslyn Gage House (a station for the
Underground Railroad before, during and after the
Civil War and the birthplace of many women’s
rights issues) and the Owera Winery in Cazenovia.  Several interesting talks were
presented by inspirational speakers on such topics as the Medical Marriage,
Leadership, Membership, Sports Concussions, Social Media.  We also had a
Legislative Update.  An auction was held throughout with over $800 raised for
the AMA Alliance’s new foundation, the Alliance Health Education Initiative
(AHEI).  The weekend was a huge success thanks to the hard work of Julia
Nosovitch, Lynn Pyke, Joan Cincotta and two members from the Schenectady
Alliance.  Thank you to all!

On September 28, immediately following the NE Regional Conference,
AMSSNY held it Annual Fall Conference at the Genesee Grande convening with

JOAN CINCOTTA

Correction: Please note, in the
June Bulletin Alliance News,
Dr. Richard Sheehan was
incorrectly listed as the
recipient of Doctor’s Day
Alliance award. Dr. Michael
Sheehan was the recipient of
the award, for his outstand ing
support and advocacy for the
Alliance. Pictured at the last
Doctor’s Day event are 
(l to r): Joan Cincotta and Dr.
Michael and Regina Sheehan.
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a meeting of the Nominating Committee to determine state officers for 2015-
2016.  The nominated slate will be decided upon at the Annual Meeting in May
in Saratoga Springs.

At the OCMS Annual Dinner on November 13, two Alliance members were
honored with Awards for their contributions:  Lynn Pyke received the Service
to the Alliance Award for her many years of involvement with both the
OCMSA and with the Alliance of Jefferson County, as well as her commitment
to AMSSNY having served on its Board for the past fifteen years and serving
as State Co-president for two separate terms.  Karen Green received the
Service to the Community Award for her numerous involvements in
Onondaga County including the National Kidney Foundation, the Children’s
Consortium, St. Joseph’s Hospital Auxiliary and OCMSA.  She has also been
politically involved with the Republic Women of CNY and the Town of
Manlius.  Congratulations to both!      

The Holiday Luncheon was held on December 3 in the ballroom of the
Genesee Grande.  Julia Nosovitch chaired the Luncheon once again and
Sherry Tyler chaired the Alliance Day project once again which benefited ARC
of Onondaga/Parkside Children’s Center.  The Director of ARC spoke to the
group and money and gifts for the children were collected.  We had a number
of boutiques again this year which donated a percentage of their profits to
ARC.  Dr. Stephen Montgomery from the Crouse Breast Health Center also
spoke and presented slides regarding the new 3D mammography.  The winner
of the Basket Raffle, valued at over $1,000, was drawn and money raised from
the Basket will go to the OCMSA Scholarship Fund.  Tickets for the Raffle
were sold at the OCMS Annual Dinner on November 13 and at the Luncheon.

The Alliance would like to thank all of the physicians and the physician offices
that took part in the Holiday Ad which will appear in the Post Standard on
Sunday, December 28. Money raised from this effort will go to the Alliance
Scholarship Fund.

Please mark you calendars for Doctors’ Day on Wednesday, March 25, 2015 to
be held at Julies Place on James Street, Karen’s Catering.  A physician will be
receiving the Alliance Award for support and advocacy.  It’s an evening of
great fun and camaraderie.

Be a part of this special tribute to the dedicated doctors of Onondaga County!

Our Spring Luncheon is scheduled for Wednesday, May 15 at the Craftsman
Inn.  Please plan to attend.  The Think! Don’t Drink! campaign is also planned
for the spring.
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MLMIC is New York’s #1 medical liability  
insurer for a reason. 
We’ve spent nearly 40 years fighting for our profession – 

successfully defending more New York physicians than 

any other insurer. Our policyholders know they can count 

on us to be there for them. Today, and tomorrow.

DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOUR MEDICAL LIABILITY  
INSURANCE DOESN’T COVER?
Read “7 Questions You Should Be Asking About Your Medical Liability 

Insurance” at MLMIC.com/7questions or, speak with a MLMIC 
representative at (888) 996-1183.

NOT ALL MEDICAL 
MALPRACTICE 
INSURANCE 
IS CREATED EQUAL.

Endorsed by MSSNY

NOT ALL MEDICAL 
MALPRACTICE 
INSURANCE 
IS CREATED EQUAL.
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