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Nascentia Health
A shared commitment to providing exceptional care

VNA Homecare, VNA Homecare Options, LLC, Home Aides of Central New 
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are now unified as one new healthcare system – Nascentia Health. This new 
system reflects our continued commitment to providing the best possible 
care to those we serve.
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  Complete Cross-Continuum Care Management 
  Community Health & Wellness Programs 
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  Managed Long-Term Care (MLTC) Plan 
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COMING

     Events
OCMS Night at the Crunch
December 30  •  6-9 p.m. 
Holiday Inn, 441 Electronics Pkwy, Liverpool, NY 13088

Lace up your skates and put on your padding. It’s a new season of hockey and 
the Syracuse Crunch is back with Medical Society game nights: December 30, 
7:00pm v. Utica. Click here for tickets & pricing.

OCMS Presidential Wine Tasting and MSSNYPAC Benefit
January 7  •  4-6 p.m. 
5310 Aquarius Drive, Syracuse, NY 13224

On Sunday, January 7, 2018, OCMS President Brian Johnson will host a wine 
tasting event at his home to benefit MSSNYPAC. The cost is $50 per physician-
-no charge for physicians who choose to join MSSNYPAC at this event  
($175 level). RSVP Date: Tuesday, January 2, 2018, to oncms@oncms.org,  
(315) 424-8118.

Upstate Career Advisory Dinner
January 8  •  5:30-8 p.m. 
NAB (New Academic Bldg.), 4th Floor, 750 East Adams Street,  
Syracuse, NY 13210

The Career Advisory Dinner gives MS2 and MS3 students the opportunity to 
connect with alumni and local physicians. Students can explore their interests 
in various specialties or residency programs and gather advice from those with 
first-hand experience in that field. REGISTER. Please note this registration is 
for both Mentors and Students!

http://www.oncms.org/files/OCMS%20Nights%20at%20the%20Crunch.pdf
mailto:oncms@oncms.org
https://medalumni.upstate.edu/career2018?srctid=1&erid=220575&trid=fdba616d-24de-4619-a725-229c28df044c
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OCMS Night at the Crunch
January 19  •  6-9 p.m.  
Holiday Inn, 441 Electronics Pkwy, Liverpool, NY 13088

L ace up your skates and put on your padding. It’s a new season of hockey and 
the Syracuse Crunch is back with Medical Society game nights: January 19, 
7:00 p.m. v. Toronto. Click here for tickets & pricing.

Current Concepts in Concussion for Pediatric & Adult Patients
February 15  •  6-7:30 p.m.  
5794 Widewaters Parkway, Syracuse, New York

Live Seminar in Syracuse Hosted by Onondaga County Medical Society. 
Faculty: Robert Dracker, MD Educational Objectives: Identify signs and 
symptoms of concussion, as well as red flags that indicate alternate or more 
severe pathology. Outline an appropriate management plan for a patient 
presenting with concussion including a return to “normal life” protocol. 
Describe methods for the primary and secondary prevention of concussion. 
Identify patients who would benefit from referral to a concussion specialist. 
Click here to register and for more details.

OCMS Legislative Breakfast and Roundtable Discussion
March 3  •  9 a.m.-12 p.m.  
1 Member Way, Syracuse, New York

OCMS members are invited to attend the OCMS Legislative Breakfast and 
Roundtable Discusssion. Meet with our elected representatives and discuss 
current legislative issues of concern to physicians and Medicine. Member 
physicians who plan to attend should rsvp by February 16 to the Medical 
Society, oncms@oncms.org, or call us at 315-424-8118. DIRECTIONS.

MSSNY Physician Advocacy Day
March 7  •  8:15 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
Lewis Swyer Theater, The Egg, Empire Plaza, Albany, NY

Save the date! OCMS members are strongly encourgaged to participate in 
MSSNY Lobby Day in Albany. 

http://www.oncms.org/files/OCMS%20Nights%20at%20the%20Crunch.pdf
https://mssny.webex.com/mw3200/mywebex/default.do?service=7&main_url=%2Ftc3200%2Ftrainingcenter%2Fdefault.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dmssny%26main_url%3D%252Ftc3200%252Fe.do%253FAT%253DMI%2526%2526Host%253DQUhTSwAAAASV8X0sUPW5uHv-qWnLZ4TULwMSx-vbNFDp2HxnrWr-S8X5cdmkkFq6yXKd1PoovmXzNy8a9kuYQslqQGV4H9AF0%2526UID%253D0%2526MTID%253Dtd52631ef748ade0eefee10816997cd22%2526siteurl%253Dmssny%2526confID%253D76701447200206814%2526ticket%253D4832534b00000004f53c01c8d91e207e91da74873c814a7f8825cf2fff44534c46973a4c381bf4c8&siteurl=mssny
mailto:oncms%40oncms.org?subject=
http://www.oncms.org/files/Directions%20Leg%20Breakfast.pdf
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MSSNY House of Delegates
March 23-25 
Adams Mark Hotel, Buffalo, NY

The Annual Meeting of the MSSNY House of Delegates will take place from 
Thursday, March 22nd through Sunday, March 25. The location for the 2018 
meeting will be at The Adams Mark Hotel in Buffalo, New York. The House 
will convene at 8 AM on Friday and adjourn at approximately noon time on 
Sunday. It is through this process that membership governs the policy and 
administration of the Medical Society. Represented at the Annual House of 
Delegates are sixty county medical societies, New York State medical specialty 
societies, medical and osteopathic schools, district branches and the special 
sections of the Medical Society membership (i.e., young physicians, resident 
physicians, medical students). The elected leadership of MSSNY also attends 
the House of Delegates as voting members. The House of Delegates is the final 
authority on all activities of the Medical Society of the State of New York. The 
Annual meeting provides direction for leadership and staff and determines 
official positions of the organization and sets its policies. If you would like to 
submit a resolution for consideration at the HOD, click here for guidelines and 
deadline.

http://www.mssny.org/MSSNY/About_MSSNY/House_of_Delegates/2018HOD/Resolution_Guidelines.aspx?hkey=fe845849-991b-49e7-ba51-4084a0e58eed
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Incoming President’s Address

Following are remarks by Onondaga County Medical Society President, Dr. Brian 
Johnson, at the Medical Society Annual Dinner Meeting, November 9, 2017: 

When one hundred million people were killed by tobacco in the 20th 
century, and we are on track for one billion killed in the 21st century 

(1); when the chance of someone using illicit drugs is 80 times higher if they 
start inhaling cigarettes before the age of 15 (2) and the average age of onset 
of smoking is 13 (3); when 25% of Americans die from using drugs (Table 1); 
when physicians prescribe opioid medications that are misused by 10 million 
Americans, sometimes resulting in death (4), and this is not regarded as an 
intolerable side effect of the medication but rather blamed on the patient as if 
they were morally deficient; when alcohol, the other addictive drug legal when 
the United States was founded kills 4% of the population (5); when 27 million 
Americans buy illicit drugs (6) and none of the customers turn in the drug 
dealers to the police; when the income of the addictive drug industry in the 
United States generates $845 billion per year, 5% of the gross domestic product 
(Table 2); then something is horribly wrong.  

We act as if we have not noticed.  The size of the mass killing is an order of 
magnitude greater than the holocaust or Stalin’s murders.  It is going on right 
now.  The Onondaga County Medical Society has a long tradition of public 
health advocacy for your patients.  We are going to take this to the next level by 
taking on the industry. This is a table of the deaths:   

PRESIDENT ’S 

Page
BRIAN JOHNSON, M.D.
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DRUG AMERICAN DEATHS / YEAR

Tobacco 480,000

Alcohol 88,000

Opioid Overdose 59,000

Benzodiazepine Overdose 9,000

Cocaine 6,784

Methamphetamine 5,740

Total Deaths from Drugs 648,524

Total Deaths in United States 2,626,418

Table 1 – Drugs kill 1 / 4 Americans (7-9)

Here are the profits:

INDUSTRY SALES – $ BILLIONS

Benzodiazepine 509

Alcohol 212

Tobacco 50

Marijuana-If legalized in US 45

Mexican / Columbian Drug Cartels 29

Opioid Medications 19

Comparison-US Auto 70

Table 2 – Income of Addictive Drug Industry: $845 billion, 5% US Gross 
Domestic Product (10-16)

Here are some of my preliminary ideas:

• Form an OCMS committee to come up with solutions

• NYS license to buy alcohol
 – Four-hour course – only for newly eligible

 – Motivational interview – only for newly eligible

 – Picture ID – Must be shown to purchase alcohol

 – You can lose your license if: second DWI, hospital admission for – 
 alcohol withdrawal, withdrawal seizure or DTs, conviction for violent 
 act while intoxicated
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• New York State Addictive Drug (SAD) Centers sell drugs with observed 
injection facilities sited there

• Medical Society: “Turn in Drug Dealers. They kill for a living.” Tobacco 21

• Medical Society Handout: Dangers of three classes of prescribed drugs – 
opioids, benzodiazepines, stimulants

Here are some of my goals as president:

• Stop standing around and watching our patients killed by drug dealers.  
Come up with solutions for opposing the addictive drug industry.

• Address racism, cultural bias and sexism by making our inclusiveness 
overt, visible, constantly discussed

• Come up with ways to attract young physicians

• Actualize our public health orientation by involving community activists

Here are the ways we can start to do this:

• Must be a member

• Not a member?  Join tonight!

• Fund our political action committee (PAC)

• Not a member?  Join tonight!

• Wine tasting fundraiser for PAC at Brian’s house Sunday January 7, 4 pm.  
$50 for PAC members.

• Volunteer to be more involved by emailing: Jcoulthart@oncms.org

• We will form an “Innovation Committee” to consider new ideas

Physicians have great power to change our society. We must be organized as 
a coherent force to make it happen. We are also smart.  We can come up with 
ways to do things that are original and that will gain support from others.   
Let’s go!

References:

 1. Koh HH. Global tobacco control as a health and human rights 
imperative. Harvard Int Law J 2016;57:433-53.

 2. Lai S, Lai H, Page JB, McCoy, CB. The association between cigarette 
smoking and drug abuse in the United States. J Addict Dis 2000; 
19:11-24.

mailto:Jcoulthart%40oncms.org?subject=
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 3. http://www.idph.state.il.us/public/hb/hbsmoke.htm

 4. Compton WM, Jones CM, Baldwin GT. Relationship between 
nonmedical prescription-opioid use and heroin use. NEJM 
2016;175:154-63.

 5. https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohol-health/overview-alcohol-
consumption/alcohol-facts-and-statistics

 6. SAMHSA. National Survey of Drug Use and Health. 2015.

 7. National Institute of Health: NIDA, NIAAA websites

 8. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/05/upshot/opioid-
epidemic-drug-overdose-deaths-are-rising-faster-than-ever.html

 9. http://www.idph.state.il.us/public/hb/hbsmoke.htm

 10. Benzodiazepines: $509 http://www.bendbulletin.com/
localstate/2119922-151/benzodiazepines-treat-anxiety-cause-long-
term-problems

 11. Alcohol: $212 Alcoholic Beverage Market Overview In The United 
States www.parkstreet.com/alcoholic-beverage-market-overview/

 12. Tobacco: $50 https://iiwisdom.com/mo-2017/wp-content/uploads/
sites/172/2017/04/Altria-Group-Inc.-2016-Annual-Report.pdf

 13. Marijuana, if legalized: $45 https://taxfoundation.org/marijuana-tax-
legalization-federal-revenue/#_ftnref5

 14. Mexican / Columbian Drug Cartels: $29 NYTimes 2012

 15. Opioid Medications: $19 CNBC on 4/27/16 reported $24 billion/year 
for opioid medications, 80% sold in the US

 16. Automotive Industry: $70  https://www.statista.com/topics/1721/us-
automotive-industry/

http://www.idph.state.il.us/public/hb/hbsmoke.htm
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohol-health/overview-alcohol-consumption/alcohol-facts-and-statistics 
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohol-health/overview-alcohol-consumption/alcohol-facts-and-statistics 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/05/upshot/opioid-epidemic-drug-overdose-deaths-are-rising-faster-than-ever.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/05/upshot/opioid-epidemic-drug-overdose-deaths-are-rising-faster-than-ever.html
http://www.idph.state.il.us/public/hb/hbsmoke.htm
http://www.bendbulletin.com/localstate/2119922-151/benzodiazepines-treat-anxiety-cause-long-term-problems
http://www.bendbulletin.com/localstate/2119922-151/benzodiazepines-treat-anxiety-cause-long-term-problems
http://www.bendbulletin.com/localstate/2119922-151/benzodiazepines-treat-anxiety-cause-long-term-problems
http://Alcoholic Beverage Market Overview In The United States www.parkstreet.com/alcoholic-beverage-market-overview/
http://Alcoholic Beverage Market Overview In The United States www.parkstreet.com/alcoholic-beverage-market-overview/
https://iiwisdom.com/mo-2017/wp-content/uploads/sites/172/2017/04/Altria-Group-Inc.-2016-Annual-Report.pdf
https://iiwisdom.com/mo-2017/wp-content/uploads/sites/172/2017/04/Altria-Group-Inc.-2016-Annual-Report.pdf
https://taxfoundation.org/marijuana-tax-legalization-federal-revenue/#_ftnref5
https://taxfoundation.org/marijuana-tax-legalization-federal-revenue/#_ftnref5
https://www.statista.com/topics/1721/us-automotive-industry/
https://www.statista.com/topics/1721/us-automotive-industry/
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 EXECUTIVE
 VICE PRESIDENT’S 

Page
JAMES E. COULTHART

James E. Coulthart

The New Year Brings New Benefits & 
Services for OCMS Members

R egardless of one’s faith, this tends to be that giving time of year, and 
Onondaga County Medical Society (OCMS) members now have more 

benefits and services available to them. Described below are at least four new 
ones that members can take advantage of:

Norris McLaughlin & Marcus Law Firm Named as OCMS’s General Counsel

At this past November’s meeting, the OCMS Executive Council approved the 
selection of the law firm of Norris McLaughlin & Marcus (NM&M) to serve 
as General Counsel for the Onondaga County Medical Society. As was the 
case under the now disbanded law firm of Kern Augustine, OCMS members 
will have extensive legal advice available to them in addition to medical legal 
programming and events support. In large part this choice was made because 
several lawyers with extensive OCMS-related expertise through KAC&S are 
now located at NM&M.  OCMS members will continue to receive free legal 
telephone advice up to approximately 1 hour from attorneys on a range of 
medical legal situations. Should more detailed or extensive assistance be 
required, it will be discounted by the firm at an OCMS members-only rate.  

For legal inquiries, please contact either attorney David Adelson or attorney 
David Vozza at 212-808-0700.        
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Vantiv

Vantiv is a preferred provider of credit card processing for members of the 
Onondaga County Medical Society. They deliver an array of services beyond 
payment processing: 

Payments - Smarter, faster, easier payments. Security - Complete protection 
for the major threats facing businesses. Insights – Empowering you with real-
time, actionable insights. Growth – It’s how smarter, faster and easier can 
be applied day-to-day to help make your business more efficient and grow. 
Support - Vantiv customer service is designed to move quickly. However, our 
support is not just about payments, but it’s also about commerce innovation & 
resources. Additional information & contacts links are available here. 

Member Savings: Waiver of application fee and monthly service fee.

Colonial Voluntary Benefits HR Tools & Support

Colonial Voluntary Benefits is offering members of the Onondaga County 
Medical Society essential Human Resource tools and support to help practices 
manage benefits and your employees.

Colonial has invested in technology-related services that provide support for 
human resources by streamlining administration and employee management 
while improving employee communication.  Click on this link for additional 
materials and to view what Employee Navigator has to offer as well as HR360 
~ a premier online library that delivers comprehensive, easy-to-navigate 
human resources and benefits news, downloadable forms, federal and state 
employment laws and even an attorney-reviewed sample employee handbook.  
A discount on payroll services is offered, exclusively to Onondaga County 
Medical Society Members!

An Arrangement with Monroe CMS to Offer  
ABMS MOC Part IV Credit to Physicians

Onondaga County Medical Society members may want to take advantage 
of this opportunity made available through one of our neighboring County 
Medical Societies.

Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS) is pleased to announce that it has 
joined the American Board of Medical Specialties’ Multi-Specialty Portfolio 
Program (Portfolio ProgramTM).  Physicians across Upstate New York who 

http://www.oncms.org/benefits/benefits.html#vantiv
http://www.oncms.org/benefits/benefits.html#colonial
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are Board Certified by one of the 21 of 24 ABMS Member Boards participating 
in the Portfolio Program can now earn Maintenance of Certification (MOC) 
Improvement in Medical Practice (Part IV) credit for their involvement in 
Quality Improvement (QI) programs sponsored by MCMS.

As an ABMS Portfolio Program Sponsor, MCMS will provide meaningful 
QI project opportunities to physicians, bringing expertise of the Quality 
Collaborative and physician leadership oversight to the program. We will 
encourage physicians across Upstate New York to participate in projects 
developed by the MCMS Quality Collaborative, be innovative in their own 
project designs, or work collaboratively with other community partners, 
welcoming their feedback during the process to ensure they have input 
throughout. Read on for details and directions on how to participate in this 
program.

And, just for the fun of it:

New Season for the Syracuse Crunch 

Lace up your skates and put on your padding. It’s a new season of hockey and 
the Syracuse Crunch is back with Medical Society game nights: December 30, 
7:00pm v. Utica and January 19, 7:00pm v. Toronto. Click here for tickets & 
pricing.

The OCMS staff is continually looking for new items to share with our 
members. So, if you have a product or service you would like us to look into, 
please contact us at oncms@oncms.org  Or, you can call the office at 315-424-
8118.

Happy Holiday wishes to all.  And a happy and healthy New Year to our 
members, families, and friends!

http://www.oncms.org/news.html
http://www.oncms.org/files/OCMS Nights at the Crunch.pdf
mailto:oncms%40oncms.org?subject=
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Marcy Abdulky M.D.

Good evening. This is my last formal address, and I would like to take the 
time to thank the hardworking people of the Society for their efforts and 

dedication. You are the tireless workers behind the scene who bring our agenda 
and work to fruition.

As I call your name, please stand up.  Jim Coulthart, Executive Vice President; 
Patty Corasaniti, Office Manager; Debbie Colvin, Director of Finance; and 
Sandy Emmi, Director of Publications and Communications. Please, let’s all 
give them a big round of applause. 

I would also like to thank my family for their endless support at home, allowing 
me the time to attend meetings and work on the society issues.  Additionally, I 
would like to express my appreciation for my esteemed colleague and president 
of our group, Dr. Patrick Riccardi, as well as our administrative staff for 
support and accommodation of a demanding schedule.

Finally, I would like to extend my gratitude to Dr. Indu Gupta for her support 
of our organization, and to congratulate her on the award she received tonight. 
On a personal note, one afternoon as I was parking to meet Indu for lunch, I 
received a phone call from my daughter announcing that she had just become 
engaged. Indu was the first person with whom I shared the happy news.

During the past year I had the privilege of working on multiple issues related to 
our Medical Society and physicians. In summary, I have collaborated with Drs. 

 Outgoing
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
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Mickey Lebowitz and Ron Fish on a six-part physician wellness program in an 
effort to prevent physician burnout, a common problem in our community. 
We also enlisted the help of an expert lecturer on the subject, Dr. Jessica 
Sullivan. The Society sponsored a program on maximizing reimbursement 
by using correct codes, which was given by Dr. David Page. A presentation 
about NY Health Law was given by Dr. Sunny Aslam, and a presentation about 
Motivational Interviewing was given by social workers Karen Mauro and 
Bonnie Direnzo. To the aforementioned doctors and providers, I also extend 
my appreciation for their work on the subjects. 

Additionally, I have opened communication with our local insurer, Excellus, 
with whom I have engaged in a conversation about telemedicine and telehealth, 
in an attempt to understand their program benefit to our patients and convey 
our concerns about the impact on our local physician practices. Interested 
physicians were able to communicate directly with the insurer to achieve a 
better understanding. The Society also co-sponsored the Onondaga County 
Health Department Opioid Training for Providers.

On the legislative front, I hosted a breakfast and round table discussion with 
our congressman and state legislators. On the federal level, we emphasized the 
importance of preserving the better aspects of the ACA, with a focus upon 
adequate replacement in the future. We discussed ways to fund an increase 
in residency slots for primary care physicians, and the impact of the travel 
ban.  Our health commissioner, Dr. Gupta, also discussed ways to combat the 
emergency crisis of opioids. On the state level, we discussed the issues related 
to excess malpractice coverage, the thorny points in Governor Cuomo’s budget, 
and the shortcoming in funds due to physicians payable from collapsing 
insurers. Women’s health issues, primary care physician office shortages, and 
community health assessment reports were all addressed, as well. 

I have also met with willing parties, such as St. Joseph’s and Crouse hospital 
CEOs to promote increasing membership through paying for their employed 
physicians. Those discussions are ongoing.

On enlightening the public about the work of the Onondaga Medical Society, 
I was interviewed by In Good Health magazine, and sent a letter to the editor 
concerning the negative effects of the government’s legislation extending the 
statute of limitation on cancer cases. 
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During the year I participated in the CNYMGMA program, providing insight 
on healthcare perspectives, attended OMCS Alliance meetings, presented 
50-year citations at the Retired Physicians Luncheon, and participated in the 
MSSNY lobby day activities.

The year passed in a flash. There is still much work to be done, yet I am not 
concerned, because I am confident my successor, Dr. Brian Johnson, is more 
than capable of running with the flag.

THANK YOU  

Dr. David Honold
The Onondaga County Medical Society would like to thank Dr. 
David Honold for his contribution to the White Coat Ceremony.  
We received his donation after publication time last quarter so we 
couldn’t get it into the September issue, but we don’t want to leave 
him out! Support for this important rite of passage is strong among 
our physicians, and we appreciate those who continue to give to this 
worthy cause each year.
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TThe Onondaga County Medical Society’s annual dinner meeting was held 
on Thursday, November 9, at the Holiday Inn Liverpool, 441 Electronics 

Parkway, in Liverpool, NY. 

Brian Johnson, M.D., was installed as the Medical Society’s 190th president. 
He succeeds Mary Abdulky, M.D.  Other Executive Council officers installed 
that evening include: Riya Chacko, M.D., President Elect; Justin Fedor, M.D., 
Vice President; Michael Sheehan, M.D., Treasurer; and Geeta Sangani, M.D., 
Secretary. 

Drs. Ramsay Farah, Michael Fischi, LouAnn Giangreco, Barbara Krenzer, 
William Schreiber, and Kevin Walsh will serve as Members-at-Large of the 
Medical Society Executive Council for the 2017-2018 term; Drs. Adrienne 
Allen, David Halleran, Ruth Hart, Brian Johnson, Digant Nanavati, David Page, 
Barry Rabin, Richard Semeran, and Darvin Varon were elected Delegates to 
MSSNY; and Dr. Sunny Aslam will serve as Representative for Upstate Medical 
University. In addition, Drs. George Salloum and Sara Tabi were appointed Co-
Resident Representatives and Liz Piotrowski was appointed Medical Student 
Representative of the Medical Society Executive Council.

Medical Society and Alliance service awards and the Jerry Hoffman Advocacy 
award were presented that evening. The following recipients were honored at 
the meeting:

The Onondaga County Medical Society

Annual  
Dinner Meeting

 
Photos taken at the Annual Dinner are posted on the Onondaga 
County Medical Society Facebook page. If you haven’t done so 
already, please like us on Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/OnondagaMedicalSocietyNY
https://www.facebook.com/OnondagaMedicalSocietyNY
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Onondaga County Medical Society

Presented To

JEFFREY KAHN, M.D.

Jeffrey Kahn, M.D., is held in high esteem for his 
clinical activities in the areas of physical medicine 
and rehabilitation. He is being recognized for his 
efforts over the past 25 years, at both the county and 
state Medical Society levels, in representing the best 
interests of twenty thousand colleagues who treat 
injured workers and motor vehicle accident victims. 

Dr. Kahn completed his training in physical medicine 
and rehabilitation as Chief Resident at The Mount 

Sinai School of Medicine in 1989. He was then appointed Assistant Professor 
and a founding member of the Department of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation at Upstate Medical University. 

In 1998 Dr. Kahn became the Medical Director of rehabwoRx Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, where he serves as the first and longest 
continuously practicing physiatrist in Central New York whose practice is 
devoted solely to the evaluation and non-surgical treatment of spinal and 
neuro-musculoskeletal disorders.

Dr. Kahn is the first physician in New York to be certified by the American 
Board of Independent Medical Examiners, and is authorized by the NYS 
Workers’ Compensation Board as a treating provider, an Independent Medical 
Examiner, and was among the first physicians appointed by the WCB as an 
Impartial Medical Specialist.

Dr. Kahn served as a member of the Industrial Medicine and Workers’ 
Compensation Committee of the Onondaga County Medical Society from 
1990 through 1998, then became the Chair between 1999 - 2012. He has been 
a member of the MSSNY Committee on Workers’ Compensation and No Fault 
Insurance since 1991, having served as Vice-Chair (2006-09) and Chair (2009-
2012). He currently serves as Senior Advisor.
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Dr. Kahn developed the Functional Capacity Evaluation and Work Hardening 
Guidelines, which were implemented by the WCB in 1992, and remain a part 
of the NYS Workers’ Compensation system today. He has vigorously advocated 
for the rights of physicians and their patients, achieving such notable 
accomplishments as a 30% fee increase in E&M payments to physicians 
under both WC and No Fault, the restoration of reimbursement to physicians 
and hospitals for the treatment of intoxicated drivers under No Fault, the 
implementation of electronic forms submission under the WC system, and the 
institution of fair and rational medical treatment guidelines.

Dr. Kahn has also served on the NYS Assembly and Senate No Fault Fraud 
Committee, where as the sole physician in a hearing room of corporate 
attorneys and lobbyists for the insurance industry, he informed the 
Commissioner of the NYS Insurance Department and state legislators the most 
common form of No Fault fraud was the arbitrary and capricious application 
of NYS No Fault Law by insurance claim adjustors and their branch managers, 
leading to changes in how physician claims for treatment are analyzed and 
paid.

The Onondaga County Medical Society, in recognition of Jeffrey Kahn, 
M.D., for all of your professional achievements and robust representation 
of colleagues in the Workers’ Compensation arena, confers upon you its 
Distinguished Service Award for 2017 as a measure of the high appreciation in 
which you are held by your peers.
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CITATION OF AWARD FOR PHYSICIAN SERVICE  
TO THE MEDICAL SOCIETY

Presented To

ADRIENNE ALLEN, M.D.

Dr. Adrienne Allen is being recognized for her steady, 
consistent and thoughtful service to the Medical 
Society over the past thirteen years.

Dr. Allen graduated from the University of Rochester 
School of Medicine in 1993, and completed an 
internship in Pediatrics at Bridgeport Hospital in June 
1994. She then did her General Psychiatry residency 
training at Yale University from 1994–1997, followed 
by a fellowship training program in Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatry at the Yale Child Study Center from 1997–1999. 

Dr. Allen has been an attending psychiatrist in the children’s outpatient 
clinic at Hutchings Psychiatric Center since 2004. With her support and her 
dedication to serving children and families with complex needs, the clinic 
has grown significantly in the last 13 years.  She has maintained dual board 
certification in General Psychiatry and Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.

Dr. Allen began her membership involvement with the Medical Society in 2003 
as an active member in the Young Physician Section of MSSNY, participating 
in its many activities. She went on to serve as an alternate delegate, and is now 
a delegate for the Onondaga County Medical Society. She currently sits on 
the Executive Board of the Onondaga County Medical Society, and is almost 
always present for meetings ready to actively contribute to discussions and 
debate.

Throughout her service to the Medical Society, Dr. Allen has often interjected 
calm, reasoned observations and suggestions, and offered practical solutions 
to numerous issues brought forward at the state and local levels of the Medical 
Society.

In recognition of her longtime, dependable service to the Onondaga County 
Medical Society and the Medical Society of the State of New York, the 
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Onondaga County Medical Society is honored to present Dr. Adrienne D. Allen 
with a 2017 Award for Physician Service to the Medical Society.

CITATION OF AWARD FOR PHYSICIAN SERVICE  
TO THE MEDICAL SOCIETY

Presented To

MITCHELL LEBOWITZ, M.D.

The increased pace of medical technological advances, 
ever changing rules and regulations, and self-imposed 
pressure to strive for perfection in dealing with patient 
needs is taking a toll on most physicians’ health and 
well being. Dr. Mitchell “Mickey” Lebowitz knows 
firsthand how this perfect storm of factors can affect 
physicians. This is well documented in his partly 
autobiographical 2009 book, Losing My Patience:  
Why I Quit the Medical Game.

Dr. Lebowitz drew on his personal experiences, in an area only recently 
identified and as physician burnout, to identify and seek ways to lessen the ill 
effects of this condition. His desire to provide awareness, helpful information, 
and tools for physicians and healthcare professionals led him to collaborate 
with psychologist Dr. Ron Fish conducting a free, six-part CME series in 2017 
for both Medical Society member and nonmember physicians, titled “The 
Quality Zone: Strategies for Physicians to Be Their Best to Achieve Their Best 
(and Not Burn Out).” He also secured the cooperation of Crouse Hospital to 
make the wellness program possible. 

Dr. Lebowitz completed all of his medical schooling, residencies, and 
fellowship at Upstate Medical University in Syracuse. He became an 
endocrinologist, spending nearly 17 years in private practice. In 2007, he gave 
up private practice to be a hospitalist at the Syracuse VA Hospital. During this 
time he won a teaching award and wrote his book detailing his frustrations 
with modern medicine.

Since 2010 Dr. Lebowitz has been the Medical Quality Director at Crouse 
Hospital. This position makes the most of his skills as a clinician and provides 
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an outlet for his creative talents and unique sense of humor. The more 
serious purpose behind his position is to make Crouse Hospital a safer place 
that delivers a higher quality of care more efficiently and economically. He 
accomplishes this by creating memorable music and fun videos, many of 
which can be found on YouTube by searching rap videos on HAI and HAC 
Reductions. A real renaissance man, Dr. Lebowitz has written a two-hour 
romantic comedy, pitched a few TV show ideas, and published three songs.

Dr. Lebowitz’s life journey and resultant efforts to combat burnout caused him 
to reevaluate priorities in life and focus more on family and friends. Only with 
this life-work balance achieved, could he begin to help his peers. 

The next version of the Lebowitz and Fish program, “Code Blue: Enhancing 
Physician Wellness NOW!” will be taken nationwide to eager audiences of 
physicians and other health care professionals.

For all of your voluntary efforts in conducting the Physician Wellness program 
and the important service you render to our community, the Onondaga 
County Medical Society is pleased and honored to recognize you as a 2017 
recipient of the Society’s Award for Physician Service to the Medical Society.

CITATION OF AWARD FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE  
TO MEDICAL CARE

Presented To

RON FISH, Ph.D.

Health care is a team effort, involving the expertise of 
a wide range of professionals.  Luckily, there are allied 
health professionals like psychologist Ron Fish, Ph.D., 
who are willing to assist when the physician becomes 
the patient.  It was Dr. Fish whom Dr. Lebowitz asked 
to collaborate in conducting the six-part series for 
Onondaga County Medical Society members and area 
non-member physicians titled, “The Quality Zone: 
Strategies for Physicians to Be Their Best To Achieve 

Their Best (and Not Burn Out).”  Dr. Fish lent his abilities, unique insights and 
coping mechanisms to the project.
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He received his master’s degree from the University of Chicago, and doctorate 
in clinical psychology from Loyola University in 1983. While undertaking his 
internship at Hines VA Medical Center, he not only received a Coordinator’s 
Commendation for leadership, but also became interested in the intersection 
of psychology and health care delivery.

He and his wife, Dr. Linda Stone Fish, moved to Syracuse when she accepted 
a position in the Department of Marriage and Family Therapy at Syracuse 
University’s Falk College. Dr. Fish then went into solo private practice, 
pursuing his interest in how mental health fits into overall health care and vice 
versa. He undertook careful collaboration with physician colleagues on overall 
care. 

Today, Dr. Fish is co-owner and Clinical Director of Psychological HealthCare, 
PLLC.  PHC employs 70 licensed healthcare providers who treat 10,000 
patients each year at Crouse Hospital. It is co-located in 20 medical practices. 
He is a member of national psychological associations and is active in the 
Central New York Psychological Association, for which he served twice as 
president. He serves on the Executive Committee of HealtheConnections.  He 
is a founding member of CareIntegra, a Nevada-based integrated health care 
organization.

Dr. Fish teaches and trains professionals and members of the community 
about trauma treatment with the Trauma Resource Institute. The Syracuse 
Police Department recently presented him with a Departmental citation for 
service. He worked as a Balint instructor at St. Joseph’s Hospital from 2000-
2015, helping family practice residents to better understand the psycho-social 
aspects of the physician-patient relationship. 

Dr. Fish developed individual and group therapy treatment models for 
fibromyalgia, and started two treatment centers in Upstate New York for 
people with eating disorders.

For all of your voluntary efforts in conducting the Onondaga County Medical 
Society Physician Wellness program, and the important service you render 
to our community, the Onondaga County Medical Society is pleased and 
honored to recognize you as a 2017 recipient of the Society’s Award for 
Individual Service to Medical Care.
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CITATION OF AWARD FOR PHYSICIAN SERVICE  
TO THE COMMUNITY

Presented To

INDU GUPTA, M.D., MPH, MA, FACP

When it comes to taking care of others, there are 
some physicians who go above and beyond their job 
description. Such is the case of Indu Gupta, M.D., the 
Onondaga County Health Department Commissioner 
of Health. 

Dr. Gupta received her medical degree in India, and 
did her internal medicine residency training in New 
Jersey. She then came to Syracuse and practiced 
primary care.  She also worked as the Director of 

Preventive Services at the Onondaga County Health Department and later as a 
hospitalist at the Philadelphia VA Medical Center, where she was the founding 
member of their hospitalist program. 

Dr. Gupta earned her Master of Arts in Public Administration and Certificate 
of Advanced Study in Health Service Management and Policy from the 
Maxwell School at Syracuse University. In addition, she earned a Master of 
Public Health from Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. Prior 
to her current role, she was an assistant clinical professor at the University of 
California in Los Angeles.

Since assuming her duties in 2014, Dr. Gupta has dedicated her efforts to 
identifying health priorities through rigorous community health assessment 
and the development of an effective health improvement plan with strong 
community engagement. She believes that bridging the public health and 
health care sectors is the key to improving health outcomes in Onondaga 
County.

Most recently, Dr. Gupta has collaborated with community partners on various 
public health initiatives. As co-chair of the Onondaga County Drug Task 
Force, she is working with stakeholders to address the current opioid crisis 
in Onondaga County. Using a multipronged approach, she is dedicated to 
reducing this crisis by working actively with community groups; schools; and 
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law enforcement, including the district attorney, Sheriff ’s office, drug courts, 
and the New York State Drug Enforcement Agency; mental health and medical 
providers; the Medical Society; all local hospitals; and local, state, and federal 
officials.

By actively engaging with the community during the Health Department’s 
health assessments, Dr. Gupta has brought attention to a multitude of 
public health issues, such as STDs and obesity, and the associated health 
consequences.

For all of her accomplishments (and yet so much left to tackle), The Onondaga 
County Medical Society is honored to present Dr. Indu Gupta with the 2017 
Award for Physician Service to the Community.

CITATION OF AWARD FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE  
TO MEDICAL CARE

Presented to 

PAMELA J. HUNTER, N.Y.S. ASSEMBLYMEMBER

Assemblymember Pamela J. Hunter was elected 
in 2015 to represent the 128th Assembly District, 
which includes the southern and eastern portions of 
Syracuse, the surrounding towns of Dewitt, Onondaga 
and Salina, and the Onondaga Nation. 

A native of Upstate New York, she proudly served 
our country in the United States Army and was 
honorably discharged with a commendation and two 
achievement medals. She is currently the only female 

veteran in the state legislature. 

Assemblymember Hunter has continually fought for legislation to help protect 
the health of New Yorkers. She has authored bills to require health insurance 
companies to pay for the treatment of side effects and concurrent symptoms 
without being denied coverage for pre-authorization and to establish tax-
free health care savings accounts for combat veterans. With Lyme disease a 
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continuing concern in our region and across much of the state, she sponsored 
measures to extend insurance coverage for symptoms of Lyme disease not 
previously covered, such as arthritis and nerve pain, as well as address the 
overpopulation of deer in Central New York. She also supported legislation 
that bans the use of electronic cigarettes in certain indoor and outdoor areas, 
as well as bills that allow doctors to join together to negotiate contracts with 
health care plans and give them due process protections to ensure they’re not 
terminated from insurance plans without notice and without an opportunity 
to be heard by a panel of clinical peers. 

Further, Assemblymember Hunter helped pass a state budget that protects 
funding for Medicaid and public health programs, as well as provides much-
needed funding to emergency rooms across New York State, safety-net 
hospitals, critical access hospitals and mental health facilities. She has taken 
an active role in the fight against the heroin and opioid epidemic. The budget 
includes $213 million to fund prevention and treatment programs and to 
increase access to treatment. 

Assemblymember Hunter understands there is no one solution to better health 
care. She values the input of professionals and community members and works 
with her colleagues to protect and improve the well-being of Central New 
Yorkers through her work in the legislature, knowing that access to quality, 
affordable health care is a right we all deserve. 

For all of thoughtful support you have provided to your constituents and 
neighbors in the area of Medical Care, the Onondaga County Medical Society 
is honored to recognize you as a 2017 recipient of the Society’s Award for 
Individual Service to Medical Care.
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CITATION OF AWARD FOR COMMENDABLE SERVICE  
BY A RETIRED PHYSICIAN 

Presented to

BRIAN Y. CHANGLAI, M.D., PH.D.

Brian Y. Changlai, M.D., Ph.D., arrived in New York 
during the late 1960’s as an immigrant from Taiwan. 
Dr. Changlai thrived in this state, both professionally 
and personally. Here he received his medical education 
at Weill Cornell Medical College, and met and married 
his future wife, Dr. Mary C. Daye.

Many people wait until they retire to volunteer and 
undertake worthwhile projects to benefit humanity. 
However, Dr. Changlai did not. In fact, for the 
Changlai’s volunteerism is a family affair, involving 
not only Dr. Changlai but his wife and son, Dr. Brian 
A. Changlai. 

The many projects and initiatives of the Rescue Mission have been a priority 
for them over the last 30 years.  The Changlai’s have established a $100,000 
endowed fund to help feed and house people in Central New York. They also 
established scholarship funds at Weill Cornell and Clarkson University, in 
Potsdam.

Dr. Changlai, Sr., retired from his private cardiology practice in 2012. However, 
he continues to care for elderly patients at Loretto, James Square, Van Duyn 
Center, and Upstate Medical University’s Community.

He is a Life Member of the NAACP and the Upstate Alumni Association.

Dr. Changlai and his family are also very involved with and supportive of the 
North American Taiwanese Medical Association. He and his family frequently 
participate in medical missions for the Association.

At the Changlai home can be found a ficus tree, which the couple purchased 
while at Weill Cornell. Much like their family, it continues to prosper and offer 
shade and shelter to others after all these years. 

The Onondaga County Medical Society is honored to present Dr. Brian Y. 

Rescue Mission Chief 
Development Officer 
Carolyn Hendrickson 

accepted Dr. Changlai’s 
award on his behalf.
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Changlai with the Commendable Service Award by a Retired Physician to the 
Community and the Medical Society. 

CITATION OF AWARD FOR COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATION SERVICE TO MEDICAL CARE

Presented to

SYRACUSE BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE

Our community’s struggle against addiction, drug 
abuse, and mental health disorders has many 
institutional allies. This battle will not be won by any 
one profession alone or any one institution in itself.  
It will take all of our resources to slow and stop this 
problem. 

However, the multifaceted programs offered by 
Syracuse Behavioral Healthcare are key in this 
struggle. It is the largest comprehensive, evidence-
based, clinically progressive service provider for 
those with substance use disorders and mental health 
disorders.

Founded in 1920, SBH employs over 350 people and operates over 400 beds.

Syracuse Behavioral Healthcare operates in Onondaga, Oneida, Oswego, 
Madison, Cayuga, Cortland and Monroe Counties, and will be operating in 
Broome County in early 2018.

Syracuse Behavioral Healthcare services include: Inpatient Withdrawal and 
Stabilization Services, Inpatient Rehabilitation, an Integrated Outpatient 
Substance Use Disorder Clinic, an Outpatient Children and Adolescent 
Clinic, an Outpatient Mental Health Clinic, Opioid Treatment, Mobile Health 
Outreach, Outpatient Compulsive Gambling Clinic, a Certified Community 
Behavioral Health Clinic, Community Residences, Supportive Living, 
Permanent Housing, Recovery Services, a Behavioral Healthcare Training 
Institute, Peer Support and Engagement Services, and an Open Access Center, 
which is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Jeremy Klemanski,  
CEO of Syracuse 

Behavioral Healthcare
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Syracuse Behavioral Healthcare’s mission is to help promote recovery from the 
effects of substance use, mental health disorders and other behavioral health 
issues.

For all this organization has done to help individuals in our community get the 
help they need so that they have a fighting chance for a fresh start in life,  The 
Medical Society is honored to name Syracuse Behavioral Healthcare as a 2017 
organization recipient of the Society’s Award for Service to Medical Care.

CITATION OF ALLIANCE SERVICE AWARD
Presented to

KATHERINE “KATE” MCMAHON

Kate first came to the OCMS Alliance as the Keynote 
Speaker for our Spring Luncheon in 2014 when she 
presented to us her involvement as chairperson for the 
Haiti Committee of the Church of St. Michael and St. 
Peter -- also known as Haiti In Our Hands. 

Kate helps to coordinate fundraisers to support a 
school lunch program ($50,000 annually) and to 
supplement teachers’ salaries ($20,000 annually) for 
five schools in a seven-village community in Southern 

Haiti.  Her fundraisers include used book sales, children’s carnivals, meals, bake 
sales, and individual child sponsorships.  

She also organizes an annual medical mission to the same community and she 
is the primary contact between her committee and the Haitian Community.  At 
the luncheon, she showed slides of her mission work and brought articles and 
pictures for our Alliance members.

She has continued to help the Alliance with the Spring Luncheon by securing 
interesting and informative speakers each year for the past three years, and has 
helped with invitations for various events.  She agreed to accept RSVPs and 
handle the finances for these activities as well.  

Most recently, she helped with the Vera House event last October where we 
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listened to speakers from Vera House talk to us about domestic violence and 
child abuse.

It is with great pleasure that the Onondaga County Medical Society Alliance 
awards the 2017 Alliance Service Award to Katherine McMahon.  

      

CITATION OF ALLIANCE

MEMBER SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY
Presented To

MARION MAKHULI

More than thirty years ago, Marion Makhuli was 
approached by the Rochester Affiliate of the National 
Kidney Foundation with a proposal to set up a chapter 
of their affiliate, consisting of seven unchartered 
Central New York counties.  The mission was to 
eliminate the increasing incidence of kidney disease 
by identifying the risk factors through awareness, 
prevention and education.  

By 1990, Syracuse had outperformed Rochester and 
was given its own charter and recognition as the fastest growing affiliate in the 
country.  As a regional not-for-profit force, Marion is an engaging community 
leader, an effective fundraiser and a health educator.  She retired from the 
Kidney Foundation as its Chief Executive Officer in 2012.

Further, she has recognized for her work with the Syracuse University 
Community Internship program for her participation and service as an 
organization supervisor of student interns. 

The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International awarded her the Paul Harris 
Fellow in appreciation of tangible and significant assistance for the furtherance 
of better understanding and friendly relations among peoples of the world.  

She also received the Prostate Cancer Education Council of Central New York 
Community Leadership Award.  She was given the American General Classic 
Award for outstanding commitment and service to the community.  And she 
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received the East Syracuse High School DECA Award for promoting guidance, 
inspiration and support for student activity. 

Among her awards, Marion was recognized by the Post-Standard as a Woman 
of Achievement in 1991.  She was inducted into the Northside Hall of Fame, 
which honors individuals who have made a substantial contribution to the 
quality of life in our community. 

It is with great pleasure that the Onondaga County Medical Society Alliance 
awards Marion Makhuli the 2017 Alliance Community Service Award.

JERRY HOFFMAN ADVOCACY AWARD
Presented to

JEFFREY S. SNEIDER, M.D.

Jeffrey S. Sneider, M.D., you are being recognized this 
evening for your outstanding commitment, efforts, 
and involvement in the arena of medical advocacy. 
You have advocated for and on behalf of your 
profession, your patients, and your community on 
numerous issues for years.

Highlighted below are just some of the involvements 
you have undertaken. They represent your proudest 
achievements in the realm of physician, patient, and 

community advocacy:

• As a medical student in the early seventies, you helped to establish the 
Washington Park Free Medical Clinic, where local residents, some of whom 
were homeless, were seen for STD prevention and treatment. 

• A few years later you were active in the Nuclear Freeze movement alongside 
Drs. Herbert Lourie and Fritz Parker, fighting nuclear proliferation under 
the banner of “Hell No We Won’t Glow.”

• In the late eighties through the early nineties, you invested a lot of time 
explaining health issues and healthcare reform to the public on the radio 
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show On Call, a weekly feature of WSYR Radio in cooperation with 
the Onondaga County Medical Society. It was also during this time of 
heightened tensions between the Israelis and Palestinians that you spent 
time explaining the importance of Israel’s existence.

• Advocacy has formed the basis for your local leadership roles in the 
Onondaga County Medical Society. You served as President and as an 
active Executive Council member, and were the Onondaga County Medical 
Society Delegate and Delegation Leader at numerous meetings of the 
statewide House of Delegates. You have also served as 5th District Branch 
Delegate for the Medical Society of the State of New York, representing 
not only the voice of interest for Onondaga member physicians, but also 
for physician members in Cayuga, Chenango, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, 
Madison, Oneida, Oswego, and St. Lawrence counties. You were a frequent 
regular visitor at all of those medical society meetings as well. It was at 
your insistence that the 5th and 6th District Branches began to conduct 
an annual fall retreat, at which the House of Delegates resolution process 
begins for the next year.   

• You have been active in American College of Physicians-American Society 
of Internal Medicine for many years, and presently serve as councilor-at-
large for the New York Chapter of the American College of Physicians.

• ou take special pride in having helped to establish the Regional Health 
Information Health Advancement Collaborative of Central New York, 
which has evolved into the present day HealtheConnections organization.

• You are a willing Medical Society media spokesman on a wide range public 
health issues. You are a prolific writer of letters to the editor on healthcare 
reform and, using your expertise from years as a medical director at a 
health insurance company, you have taken insurance carriers to task for 
questionable practices and policies on behalf of your fellow physicians.

As is often the case with individuals such as yourself, there are many 
community and religious efforts that you support, which are too numerous to 
list here. 

Acknowledging your long-distinguished involvement in the physician, patient 
and community advocacy arena, the Onondaga County Medical Society is 
pleased to present you with the Jerry Hoffman Advocacy Award for 2017.  
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ONONDAGA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

Annual Meeting
November 9, 2017

Sponsors
The Onondaga County Medical Society would like to thank 

 the following sponsors for their support: 

Dr. Mary Abdulky & Dr. Mazen 
Beshara 

Charles J. Sellers and Company, Inc.

Empower Federal  
Credit Union/Vantiv 

Kinney Drugs

MassMutual 

Judy M. Mumford, LUTCF  
and Brian Conboy 

MLMIC

Nascentia Health

Visual Technologies 

James M. Bandoblu, CPA

Excellus BlueCross BlueShield 

FamilyCare Medical Group

Hancock Estabrook, LLP

HCR Homecare

HealtheConnections 

Liberty Resources, Inc.

Molina Healthcare

Noble Health Services

Norris McLaughlin &  
Marcus, PA

RMS

Syracuse Crunch

UnitedHealthcare 
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Alzheimer’s Association 

Central New York Chapter

Answer Syracuse

BioServ, Inc. 

Central New York Care Collaborative

Colonial Voluntary Benefits -  
The Kevin Edwards Agency

 Five Star Urgent Care

Holiday Inn

Key Bank 

MAMI Interpreters 

MVP Health Care

Pep Talk Health 

ScribeEMR, Inc.

Teamsters Local 1149  
Health & Welfare Fund

Upstate Medical Alumni Foundation

Wladis Companies, Inc.

www.clickshootingstars.com

http://clickshootingstars.com
http://www.clickshootingstars.com
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75%
PHYSICIANS ENROLLED

100%
HOSPITALS PARTICIPATING

33,600 
PATIENTS ACCESSED 

PER MONTH

65% 
OF PROVIDERS CONTRIBUTING 
PATIENT HEALTH INFORMATION

121,000
PATIENT ENCOUNTER SUMMARIES

ACCESSED PER MONTH

1.5 million patients  
able to receive better care!

Envision care where critical patient history, 
medication information and imaging are 
available at the touch of  a button. Where 
there are no unnecessary calls, faxes, or  
appointment delays. Where patient status 
notifications, reports and results are delivered 
securely and instantly.

All this is possible with HealtheConnections. 
We’re a not-for-profit fully accredited by the 
state government, supporting meaningful 
use of health information exchange and 
technology adoption to improve healthcare 
and improve lives.

These resources are free and available to 
healthcare providers across the CNY region. 
Learn how it can work for you, too.

443 N. Franklin St. 
Suite 001
Syracuse, NY 13202
(315) 671-2241 healtheconnections.org Improved Healthcare. It's Here.

http://www.healtheconnections.org/what-we-do/hie-services/?utm_source=OMCS&utm_medium=enews&utm_campaign=2017September
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HealtheConnections has enhanced functionality with a new alert for Medication 
Adherence. In partnership with Kinney Drugs, an alert will be sent out when 
a patient does not pick up a prescription after 14 days. This notification gives 
providers the opportunity to follow up with patients, as needed. These alerts can 
be critical for patients with multiple and chronic illnesses that may depend on a 
daily medication - if they have not picked up their filled prescription, it enables a 
physician or case manager to be aware of the situation. For patients with a short-
term malady, taking a prescription in a timely manner may help put them on 
the path to wellness and prevent a prolonged health event or even a trip to the 
emergency room. Medication adherence alerts are designed to give providers an 
insight into patients’ commitment to their health and will be available for more 
than 70 Kinney Drugs stores. 

Additional HealtheConnections alerting capabilities include:

myAlerts Dashboard Enhancements

• Delegation: A user can be set up as a delegate to view a provider’s alerts.

• Filtering: Allows the user to filter on the type of alerts to view on the 
myAlerts Dashboard. The user can select consent-based, provider-based, 
delegate-based, or subscription list alerts.

• Selectable Date Range: The user can select start and end dates to limit the 
list of alerts for viewing.

Subscription List Alerting Enhancements

• The National Provider Identifier (NPI) can now be submitted on the 
patient subscription list for the provider to receive alerts, without a 
patient’s affirmative consent if they have not consented “No”. This is 
allowable since there is an already established relationship between the 
patient and the provider.

• Now available in daily digest format.

For more information, please contact our support team at (315) 671-2241 x 5  
or support@healtheconnections.org

HealtheConnections  
Launches New Alerting Capabilities

Featuring Medication Adherence Alerting

BY HEALTHECONNECTIONS

75%
PHYSICIANS ENROLLED

100%
HOSPITALS PARTICIPATING

33,600 
PATIENTS ACCESSED 

PER MONTH

65% 
OF PROVIDERS CONTRIBUTING 
PATIENT HEALTH INFORMATION

121,000
PATIENT ENCOUNTER SUMMARIES

ACCESSED PER MONTH

1.5 million patients  
able to receive better care!

Envision care where critical patient history, 
medication information and imaging are 
available at the touch of  a button. Where 
there are no unnecessary calls, faxes, or  
appointment delays. Where patient status 
notifications, reports and results are delivered 
securely and instantly.

All this is possible with HealtheConnections. 
We’re a not-for-profit fully accredited by the 
state government, supporting meaningful 
use of health information exchange and 
technology adoption to improve healthcare 
and improve lives.

These resources are free and available to 
healthcare providers across the CNY region. 
Learn how it can work for you, too.

443 N. Franklin St. 
Suite 001
Syracuse, NY 13202
(315) 671-2241 healtheconnections.org Improved Healthcare. It's Here.

http://www.healtheconnections.org/
mailto:support%40healtheconnections.org?subject=
http://www.healtheconnections.org/what-we-do/hie-services/?utm_source=OMCS&utm_medium=enews&utm_campaign=2017September
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http://eyeplasticcny.com/

• Immunoglobulin Therapy, including 
IVIG, RhoGam, and HepBig

• Monoclonal Therapy including Remicade,  
Entyvio, Orencia, Tysabri and Stelara

• Antibiotic Administration
• High Dose Steroid Therapy

• Parenteral Hydration
• Hyperemesis Therapy
• Therapeutic Phlebotomy
• Prolastin Therapy
• Boniva, Reclast and 
 Prolia Treatments

• Immune Suppressive Treatments
• Nutritional, Fluid and 
 Electrolyte Supplementation
• Vascular Access Device Placement
 and Maintenance
• Parenteral Iron Therapy

INFUSACARE™
MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

4811 Buckley Road, Liverpool, NY 13088
Ph. (315) 457-3091 • Fax (315) 457-4305

Dr. Robert A. Dracker • Medical Director

OUTPATIENT INFUSION/NYS LICENSED TRANSFUSION CENTER

THE INFUSACARE DIFFERENCE
• Minimal referral requirements
• Immediate patient scheduling
• Physician on site at all times

• Continuous medical supervision by nursing staff
• Follow-up treatment documentation
• Comfortable, pleasant environment ensuring patient satisfaction

QUALITY CARE FOR PATIENTS OF ALL AGES

http://www.EyePlasticCNY.com
http://eyeplasticcny.com/
http://eyeplasticcny.com/
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THE 2018

House of Delegates 
                 & Resolutions

Members of the Onondaga County Medical Society and the Medical 
Society of the State of New York, have ways to be heard on matters of 

concern to them. The organization is governed locally by an Executive Council. 
No doubt many are familiar with the advocacy efforts undertaken through 
MSSNY in Albany.

However, you may not be as familiar with the annual statewide House of 
Delegates (HOD). In fact, the Onondaga County Medical Society sends a 
seven-physician member delegation to represent our county society at this 
convention. They and several hundred other physicians gather to represent 
county medical societies from across the state at this convention.  This is best 
thought of as democracy in action for physician members. 

The 2018 HOD will be held March 23-25, 2018, in Buffalo, N.Y. 

If a member has a concern or issue they would like to bring before the HOD, 
they can write that concern up in resolution form (click here for resolution 
formatting details) and submit it as an individual at the HOD or share it with a 
member of the Onondaga CMS Delegation. 

The Speaker and Vice Speaker have determined that the deadline for 
submission of resolutions for consideration at the MSSNY HOD will be Friday, 
February 9th at the latest.  Resolutions can be submitted at ANY TIME and 
for those which do not deal with legislative issues, you are urged to submit 
by February 9.

Please be advised that if a member chooses to submit a resolution to the OCMS 
Delegation, the deadline for submission is close of business on January 19, 2018. 
This is well ahead of the technical deadline and will enable delegation members 
to become familiar with the issues with which they are charged. These resolutions 
may be sent by e-mail to oncms@oncms.org, by fax (315)424-0614, or mailed to 
OCMS , 329 N. Salina St., Suite #303, Syracuse, NY 13203.                               

Choose to be heard and participate in this important process. 

http://www.mssny.org/MSSNY/About_MSSNY/House_of_Delegates/2018HOD/Resolution_Guidelines.aspx?hkey=fe845849-991b-49e7-ba51-4084a0e58eed
mailto:oncms%40oncms.org?subject=
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An Attorney’s Tips 
for Completing Immigration  
Form N-648, Medical Certification  
for Disability Exceptions

BY CHRISTOPHER M. JONES, ESQ.

Doctors are often asked by their foreign born patients to complete Form 
N-648, Medical Certification for Disability Exceptions.  This form, when 

properly completed, will waive the requirements that a naturalization applicant 
speaks, reads, and writes English and answers U.S. civics questions.  Under 
the Immigration and Nationality Act this exception will be granted if there 
is a “physical or developmental disability or mental impairment” causing the 
inability to learn.

Many doctors are having their forms rejected because immigration has not 
found the forms “sufficient”.  This can be a disheartening occurrence for all 
involved but especially for those disabled former refugee patients who need to 
naturalize in order to retain SSI benefits.  This article will offer an attorney’s 
tips on getting the form done right the first time.

Tip #1:   Read the Section of the USCIS Policy Manual  
Which Addresses the Form

We are lucky that the official guidance given to adjudicating officers is public 
record and available online.  The brief chapter explains adjudicative standards 
and procedures using easily readable charts. You can read the chapter here.  

Tip #2:   Use an ICD or DSM Code if Possible

Using a code will result in a prima facie determination that there exists a 
medical condition.  If a code is not available give an explanation as to why and 
describe the non-coded condition in very specific terms.  As a licensed physi-
cian your medical opinion will be given great deference. 

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/files/form/n-648.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/files/form/n-648.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/laws/immigration-and-nationality-act
https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume12-PartE-Chapter3.html
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Tip #3:   The Form is Best Handled by the Regularly Treating Physician

The form may be completed by a non-physician associated with the doctor’s 
practice but the physician must sign and hence certify the form.  This is indeed 
acceptable and common practice.  There is an issue though when the form 
is completed by a non-treating physician.  While permitted by law as long as 
an in-person examination has been conducted, it subjects the form to greater 
scrutiny.  Immigration has an interest in protecting the integrity of the pro-
cess and is on the look-out for N-648 mills.  A form completed by the treating 
physician is a more credible form.  There are of course good reasons why a 
non-treating physician might be completing the form.  If this applies to you, 
use the space provided to give a thorough explanation as to why you and not 
the regularly treating physician are making the certification.

Tip #4:   Really Concentrate on Part III, Item 10          

To use adjudicator parlance, Part III, Item 10 is where the physician must “spell 
out” the “nexus” or “connection” between the condition and inability to learn.  
The other parts of the form ask for facts, this part asks for analysis, and if not 
done correctly it will doom the entire form.

I advise physicians to write in a clear, simple style similar to the instructions in 
a car manual.  Discuss the pertinent parts of the body like they are the parts of 
a machine and point out where the malfunction takes place.  

Certain conditions such as blindness are so fundamental that it seems absurd 
to state more than the condition and effect.  While perhaps obvious to the 
adjudicator’s common sense, a description such as “Patient is blind and hence 
can’t see” will be rejected because it does not illustrate a connection as required 
by law.  Better text would be “The retina receives light and converts it into 
neural signals which when transmitted to the brain create vision.  The patient’s 
retina has been damaged in such a way as to block transmission of neural 
signals from the place where they can be converted into vision.  Without sight 
the patient is unable to visualize and hence cannot learn to read written words 
in English or any other language.”  As a practical rule, if you have not written 
more than two sentences it is probably insufficient.

Tip #5:   Do Not Base the Form on “Old Age” or “Illiteracy”

Using these as diagnoses will result in prima facie rejection.  What we consider 
old age, however, can sometimes be viewed as a bundle of diagnoses.  A waiver 
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based on those individual diagnoses will be considered.  The problem with 
illiteracy is that it is a consequence not a condition. 

Conclusion: 

Proper completion of Form N-648 is of arch importance to patients whose 
emotional and economic wellbeing may count on it.  Especially when using the 
manual for guidance, physicians will find that the form is not so daunting.                                  
Christopher M. Jones is an attorney in the Utica office of The Legal Aid Society 
of Mid-NY, Inc.  His practice focuses on naturalization cases involving Form 
N-648 and the immigration benefits available under The Violence Against 
Women Act.  He may be contacted at chris.jones@lasmny.org.  

STUNNING CONTEMPORARY
3+ Acres of privacy! One level 
living or division of space with 
the finished walkout level. Walls 
of windows, vaulted and tray ceil-
ings, built-ins, 2 story granite fire-
place, gourmet kitchen, first floor 
master w/private balcony, fire-
place, walk-in closet and custom 
walnut cabinetry in the magnifi-
cent bath. Resort like backyard & 
surrounding pool. $572,000

HEART OF DEWITT
Stone accents and inviting front 
porch welcome you to this Luber 
custom home. Crown moldings, 
hardwoods, walls of windows 
and attention to detail through-
out. Open floor plan boasts 
a living room, study, gourmet 
kitchen, breakfast room, first 
floor master and screened 
porch that overlooks a patio and 
private treed lot. $589,000

DISTINCTIVE CUSTOM HOME 
Within walking distance to F-M 
schools. Grand two story foyer 
welcomes you to this spacious 
design. Formal dining room, 
study with built-ins, living room, 
family room featuring columns 
& a wall of glass. 1st floor apart-
ment complete with living room, 
kitchen, bedroom, and private 
entrance. Gorgeous in-ground 
pool & spacious yard. $550,000

Diane M. Ragan, CRS
Licensed Associate R.E. Broker
(315) 427-0528 (D)
(315) 446-8291 x277

R. Matthew Ragan, J.D., LL.M
Licensed R.E. Salesperson
(315) 399-7767 (D)
(315) 446-8291 x276

It Costs No More 
To Hire The

 Top Producers!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

http://lasmny.org/
http://lasmny.org/
mailto:chris.jones@lasmny.org
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29TH ANNUAL  
Herbert Lourie Memorial 
Lecture on Health Policy

On Thursday, October 5th, Dr. Gail 
D’Onofrio delivered the 29th Annual 

Herbert Lourie Memorial Lecture on Health 
Policy titled “The Opioid Epidemic: A Practice & 
Policy Perspective”. Dr. D’Onofrio is a Professor 
of Emergency Medicine and founding Chair of 
the Department of Emergency Medicine at Yale 
University School of Medicine.

Dr. D’Onofrio is internationally known for her 
work as an independent investigator in drug and 
alcohol research. She is a recognized leader in 

Emergency Medicine and Addiction Medicine, and has participated in many 
National Institute of Health (NIH) panels and on review committees, includ-
ing the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) and the National Heart, Lung and 
Blood Institute (NHLBI). D’Onofrio’s research and publications have appeared 
in high impact journals, including the New England Journal of Medicine, 
Journal of the American Medical Association, Annals of Emergency Medicine, 
Resuscitation, and Addiction. 
 
To watch the lecture in its entirety, click here: https://youtu.be/C47IWFXdkMk

https://youtu.be/C47IWFXdkMk
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7 Tips 
for Comparing Credit Card 

Processing Companies

You have plenty to worry about when running a business, regardless of its 
size. Your credit card payment processor doesn’t have to be one of them. 

If you find the right processor in the first place, you’ll have the time and energy 
to focus on other critical aspects of the business.

For your convenience, we’ve compiled seven tips that’ll help you begin the 
process of selecting the credit card processing company that’s best for your 
business.

1)  Credit card processor essentials

 When comparing credit card processing companies, consider the must-
haves for your particular business. Below are a few things you’ll want to 
take into account:

 • Types of processing offered (mobile processing, online processing,  
 in-office card processing, etc.)

 • Types of credit cards and other payment methods accepted

 • Security, including fraud protection and PCI compliance

 • Quality of customer service

 Also, look into transaction rates, equipment fees, and extra processing 
and setup fees. You’ll find it’s an industry standard practice for 
payment processing companies to charge a fee percentage per transaction, 
but they do differ. In addition, other fees may be charged per transaction, 
so do your research.

 While fees are important, they may not be the basis for your decision. 
There may be valuable services a processor offers that makes the best sense 
for your business, and you may decide the additional fees are well worth 
the costs.
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2)  Types of processing offered

 Possibly the most important factor to consider when choosing a payment 
processor is the types of payment processing offered, and what particular 
services your business needs.

 Do you need to accept in-store payments as well as online payments? Do 
you require a POS or stand-alone device for your business? Do you want 
to accept payments from your customers’ smartphones? Do you need to 
accept payments on your mobile device when on-the-go? Your payment 
processor should be able to handle all of these options. 

3)  Types of cards accepted

 Make sure the cards processor you choose accepts all major credit cards 
(Discover, Visa, Mastercard and American Express). Whatever the payment 
method your customers may choose, make sure your payment processor is 
fully capable.

4)  Security and fraud protection

 Data breaches not only cost money, they can also cost you your reputation. 
So when it comes to security and fraud protection, make sure you choose 
the very best.

 All data for every transaction should be protected with the strictest 
security technology available, and you may choose to have your customers’ 
payment information securely encrypted, using a process known as 
tokenization. The credit card processing company should protect 
against cardholder data breaches, fraudulent charges and financial loss. 
When you choosing a processor, make certain they’re PCI compliant, as 
well. This is a required security credential for all credit card processors.

5)  Quality customer service

 Customer service is sometimes overlooked when choosing a credit card 
processor. Usually payments are processed, and you assume the technology 
is working as long as you’re receiving funds from your customers. Right? 
But what happens if you hit a snag or have a question? What about in-
store hardware set up and readers – will you need help? 
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 Before choosing a credit card payment processor, these questions should 
be thought through, and a credible payment processing company will be at 
the ready with the answers.

6)  More about tokenization

 When it comes to securing data, the latest in cyber security technology 
helps your customers’ sensitive information if data is ever compromised – 
whether your customer is shopping in store, online or with a digital wallet.

 Tokenization is an advanced type of security that encrypts sensitive data 
by replacing credit card information with numbers that are meaningless to 
anyone but you and the processor. This technology allows your customers’ 
card data to be stored with less fear in the event of a security breach, 
further reducing their risk and yours. It’ll be easier and more secure for 
your customers to purchase from your website again and again.

7)  Analyzing customer data

 Whatever credit card processors you’re comparing, ask if they offer 
intelligence tools such as reporting and analytics. Will you have access to 
transactional data and, if so, what’s the user interface like? Can you sync 
the data with other tools and platforms that you use?

 In the end, this kind of information can help you better understand your 
customers purchasing habits, and that’ll help you better run your business.

Contact Debra Angarano, Vantiv Certified Payment Professional at  
315-849-6849 or Debra.angarano@vantiv.com to learn more about how  
Vantiv (www.vantiv.com) can make payment processing easier and help  
you grow your business.

Source 
http://www.businessnewsdaily.com/8061-best-credit-card-processing.html 
https://www.pcicomplianceguide.org/pci-faqs-2/#1

http://www.vantiv.com
http://www.businessnewsdaily.com/8061-best-credit-card-processing.html
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Smart
team work.

Vantiv provides more than payments and you need a 
partner that simplifies the day-to-day. From security to 
support, insights to innovation, it’s all covered. 

Learn more about how Vantiv can make payment 
processing easier and help you grow your business. 

Contact: Debra Angarano, Vantiv Payment Professional 
315.849.6849    |  Debra.angarano@vantiv.com © Copyright 2017 Vantiv, LLC.  All rights reserved.
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The Paid Family Leave Act
What Every New York Employer  
Needs to Know Now

BY KATHLEEN SELLERS, JD, CLU® 

Vice President, Charles J. Sellers & Co., Inc.

The New York Paid Family Leave Act goes 
into effect on January 1, 2018.  Once fully 

implemented, this law will provide the most 
generous paid family leave benefits mandated by any 
state in the U.S.  This law is applicable to virtually 
all private employers with at least one employee, 
including physician practices.

Paid Family Leave (PFL) benefits will be insured like 
other state-mandated benefits for employees, such 
as Workers Compensation and Disability Benefits 

Law benefits.  PFL coverage will be added to an employer’s existing Disability 
Benefits Law policy.  The insurance carrier will process claims and make 
benefit payments.

Qualifying Reasons for Leave

Eligible employees will be able to take PFL for three reasons:

(1) To bond with a newborn within the first year of birth, or to bond with 
an adopted child or foster child within one year of placement.  Either 
parent (not just the birth mother) may take PFL bonding leave.  There 
is no PFL available for prenatal complications.  Employees may take 
PFL starting January 1, 2018, to bond with children born in 2017, as 
long as the leave is taken within one year of birth.

(2) To provide care for a close family member with a serious health 
condition.  A “close family member” includes a spouse, domestic 
partner, child (including adult children), parent, parent-in-law, 
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grandparent, and grandchild.  A serious health condition is a 
condition that requires inpatient care or continuing treatment or 
supervision by a health care provider.  Note that PFL is not available 
for the employee’s own serious health condition.

(3) To deal with a qualifying exigency related to a family member’s call to 
active duty in the military forces.

PFL Benefits

The benefits granted by the PFL Act will be phased in between January 1, 2018 
and January 1, 2021, as follows:

Date
Maximum 
Duration of PFL

Amount of Benefit  
(AWW = Average Weekly Wage)

Jan. 1, 2018 8 weeks 50% of the Employee’s AWW, 
capped at 50% of the NY AWW

Jan. 1, 2019 10 weeks 55% of the Employee’s AWW, 
capped at 55% of the NY AWW

Jan. 1, 2020 10 weeks 60% of the Employee’s AWW, 
capped at 60% of the NY AWW

Jan. 1, 2021 12 weeks 67% of the Employee’s AWW, 
capped at 67% of the NY AWW

The NY Average Weekly Wage is calculated by the NY Department of Labor 
each year, and is currently $1,305.92.  An employee cannot take more than 26 
weeks of DBL and PFL benefits combined in a 52 week period.  An employer 
can allow employees to use paid time off while out on PFL so that employee 
can receive his/her full salary, but cannot require this.

Eligible Emplopyees

Both full and part-time employees are eligible for PFL benefits.  A full-time 
employee (defined as one working 20 or more hours per week) is eligible 
after 26 weeks of employment with the employer.  A part-time employee (one 
working less than 20 hours per week) is eligible after 175 days of employment 
with the employer.
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Under two limited circumstances, an eligible employee may waive PFL benefits 
and avoid the payroll withholding (described below):  (1) a full-time employee 
who will not work 26 weeks in a 52 week period (such as a seasonal worker); 
and (2) a part-time employee who will not work 175 days in a 52 week period.  
Employees who opt to waive benefits must complete a waiver form, which the 
employer must retain.

Cost

The PFL Act has been promoted as a 100% employee-paid benefit.  Premiums 
will be financed by employee payroll deduction (although an employer may 
choose to pay the premiums itself).  The payroll deduction is 0.126% of the 
employee’s wages, not to exceed the statewide Average Weekly Wage.  The 
premium rate is the same as the payroll deduction, so the total withholdings 
from employee pay for a year should be the same as the annual premium 
for the insurance coverage.  Payroll deductions were permitted to begin on 
July 1, 2017.  While the premium payments will be covered by the employee 
withholdings, there will, of course, be other costs to the employer, such as 
those caused by staffing issues and administrative requirements.

Employee Notice

An employee who wishes to take PFL for a foreseeable reason must give 
the employer at least 30 days’ notice of his or her intent to take PFL.  If the 
reason for taking leave is not foreseeable (for example, a close family member 
experiences a medical emergency), the request for PFL must be made as soon 
as practical.  The employee may take PFL in daily or weekly increments.  An 
employee taking PFL will need to complete claim forms, including a request 
for PFL, and will need to provide other information substantiating the reason 
for which leave is requested, such as a birth certificate for bonding leave, or a 
medical certification for leave to care for a sick family member.  These claim 
forms have not yet been released by NYS.

Employer Obligations

The PFL Act places several other obligations on the employer:

•	 The employer must provide information to its employees about 
their rights and obligations under the PFL Act.  If the employer has 
an employee handbook, the handbook must be updated to include 
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PFL information.  If the employer does not have a handbook, it must 
otherwise provide written information about the PFL.

•	 The PFL Act includes job security for employees who take PFL – they 
must be returned to the same or comparable job upon return from 
PFL.

•	 If the employee has health insurance through the employer, the health 
insurance must be continued during the PFL, although the employee 
must continue to pay his or her share of health insurance premiums.

•	 If the employer does not provide PFL coverage for eligible employees, 
it may be subject to penalties for noncompliance.

•	 The employer will be provided with a notice about rights under the 
PFL that it must post in the workplace, just like required postings 
about Workers Compensation and other employee rights and benefits.

It is important for all New York employers, including physician practices, to 
prepare now for the implementation of this new employee benefit.  If you have 
any questions about PFL, please let us know.  We can be reached at 716-627-
5400, or via e-mail at kate.sellers@sellersinsurance.com.
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In Memoriam
Steven K. Alexander, M.D.

Steven K. Alexander, M.D., died early Monday morning at St. Joseph’s hospital. 
He was 81. Born June 5, 1936 in Berlin, Germany, he came to the US in 
December of 1939 with his parents as they fled Nazi Germany. Sadly, most of 
his family who didn’t escape perished in the holocaust.

They settled in Homer, NY where his father was a practicing physician. Dr. 
Alexander graduated from Hamilton College, and studied medicine in Basel, 
Switzerland.

Dr. Alexander served in the US Army 9th division in Vietnam, and was 
awarded the Bronze Star for his service. After his service he returned to 
Syracuse where he was a member of the first class of family practice residencies 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital. He established his solo family medical practice in 
Dewitt, where he was a respected physician for more than 30 years. 
 
His family includes his wife Linda of 47 years, their children Keith (Bea) 
Alexander, Eric (Apple) Alexander, Karen (Aaron) Pomerantz; grandchildren 
Mia, Zoey, Ethan, Mason, and Auggie; and his sister Eleanor (Arthur 
Farbenbloom) Sontag.

Contributions in Dr. Alexander’s memory may be made to the Jewish 
Community Foundation of CNY.  Click here to read his obituary in full.

Arthur Lehrman, M.D.

Arthur Lehrman, M.D., passed away on June 23, 2017. 

Raised in Forest Hills, NY, Dr. Lehrman graduated from Hofstra College in 
1951. In 1958, he graduated Albany Medical College. He interned at the Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, MN, where he finalized his training as a plastic surgeon in 
1964, and was a pioneer of this medical specialty. Over the next 30 years, Dr. 
Lehrman improved the lives of thousands of patients through reconstructive 
surgery, particularly for hand and burn injuries. 

http://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/obituary-print.aspx?n=steven-k-alexander&pid=186377835
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Dr. Lehrman built his plastic surgery practice in Syracuse, NY, and served in 
various academic and association positions in the Upstate New York medical 
community. In addition, he volunteered his medical skills in Afghanistan, India 
and Cameroon, and served as a People to People Delegate to the then Soviet 
Union, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. Dr. Lehrman retired in 1994 and moved 
to Palm Beach Gardens, FL, for ten years before resettling to Raleigh, NC. 

Dr. Lehrman is survived by his wife, Beverly Karp Lehrman, to whom he was 
married for 60 years; daughter, Marjorie Ellen Lehrman of Morrisville, NC; 
Robert Charles Lehrman (Margie Slusher Lehrman), of Vienna, VA; and James 
Matthew Lehrman (Paula Vogt Lehrman), of Raleigh, NC; and grandchildren  
Corianna Rae Lehrman, Sydney Alyssa Lehrman, Joseph Henry Lehrman, and 
Augustus Patrick Lehrman.

Please direct your remembrance to the Beverly and Arthur Lehrman Library 
Endowment Fund (Albany Medical Center Foundation, Office of Gift 
Planning, 43 New Scotland Avenue, Albany, NY 12208) and/or http://www.
uwezakenya.org (for youth education in Kenya) and/or Temple Beth Or, 
Raleigh, NC. 

Click here to read Dr. Lehrman’s obituary in full. 

Samuel Garson, M.D.

Dr. Samuel Garson, life member of the Medical Society, passed away July 28, 
2017. He was 104 years old. 

Dr. Garson was born in Wilno, Poland, in 1913. He received his medical degree 
from the University of Stefan Batory, in Wilno, Poland, in 1938. During the 
Second World War, Dr. Garson’s parents and most of his relatives perished in 
Nazi concentration camps while he was a Russian prisoner of war. After the 
war, Dr. Garson came to the United States and began practicing medicine in 
New York at Doctor’s Hospital, before setting up practice in Central New York 
in the Lakeland-Lakeside area.  Click here to leave a message of condolence.  

Richard Darlington Gerle, M.D.

Richard D. Gerle, 87, a life member of the Medical Society, passed away 
September 20, 2017, surrounded by his loving family. 

http://www.uwezakenya.org/
http://www.uwezakenya.org/
http://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/obituary.aspx?n=arthur-lehrman&pid=185904281
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ncsx_mtT0ga9hY3Svt4wfY-TbSnUnvTGHdGSU0Yr2hHUtfJ5CzWO0_kGizHQKZ-gxOPGCiYo8nuSjGy5eNxaHz3xhAgjSh6YHFuph2wqgCdeyg-4PhZvHyDBmrlXNUN112L1PglnCMDHQqn_u8HNg_5d8Iw_UMBHus3n7sdjcVeWLRAXmmwJIZdbju26E0AjLIkqYFUR-IXvt-NbC-y7pQyQmcZUGhYA_3O7yHmbyHiJaowSir28MkJVkYXjrn1wvUyUb2GIs6RxWs9W5TWwXaB5bF0443aHx-YQGkQ6lZwKiTQDOckMAGy8N954zU3FwZ9PoaSq6YyY6Y1AGZfEV-0KNsL_uJ5yQ9kQ75WBW4=&c=ryOAXEt58jw9HUdlBw3L-eCw5HNz4YfUhsRorFnFGJIsMEUlWXwyRg==&ch=8wwMJXuFYBsi5opn1HMNYzQEU0U2dVsAXaSMQsLHquTMU-Ia_TwQcg==
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He began practice as Associate Professor in Radiology at the Mary Imogene 
Bassett Hospital 1962-1965, followed by positions as Assistant Professor of 
Radiology at Emory University School of Medicine 1963-1965, Associate 
Professor of Radiology at SUNY Upstate College of Medicine 1965-1998, and 
Attending Radiologist at Crouse Irving Memorial Hospital 1965-1979. In 
1979, he founded CNY Diagnostic Imaging, PC. He was a national expert in 
mammography.

Dr. Gerle was a prolific medical author published in prestigious national and 
international medical journals such as the New England Journal of Medicine, 
Disease of the Chest, Radiology, and the British Journal of Radiology.

He was a Fellow of the American College of Radiology, and member of 
the Onondaga County Medical Society, New York Medical Society, The 
Radiological Society of North America, and the American Roentgen Ray 
Society.

Contributions may be made to the Helping Hands Food Pantry, c/o 
Atonement Lutheran Church in Wesley Chapel. Click here for the full obituary. 
Click here to offer condolences.

https://www.afterlife.co/us/obituary-syracuse-richard-darlington-gerle-5753969
http://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/obituary.aspx?n=richard-darlington-gerle&pid=186793675


A triad based pharmacy focused on making
the process of customized medicines  

easier for the provider

• Free FedEx Delivery 

• Fast Turnaround Time 

• Insurance Billing 

•  Assistance with Formulas, Dosage Forms 
and e-Prescribing

•  Custom Professional Line of Vitamin  
Regimens with Your Consent

• Serving the Needs of Central New York

1889 East Lake Road Skaneateles, NY 13152 • Phone: 315.673.9327 

Fax: 315.673.9896 • Email: vernakfarms@gmail.com

Vernak Compounding pharmaCy

https://vernakfarms.com/


MLMIC 
ANNOUNCES 
A NEW 20% 
DIVIDEND

Endorsed by MSSNY

See what MLMIC can do for you. 
Visit MLMIC.com/2017dividend  
or call (888) 996-1183 to learn more.

 *  The 20% dividend applies to policyholders insured by May 1, 2017 and who maintain continuous coverage through July 1, 2017 and is based upon 

As New York’s #1 medical liability insurance provider,  MLMIC is 
committed to putting policyholders first.  That’s why we’re o�ering 
a 20% dividend on new policies and renewals.*

With more than 40 years of experience; unparalleled 
claims, risk management, and legal services; and a 
recently announced decision to be acquired by 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc., no other insurer is better 
positioned to support you and your career.  
Today and tomorrow.


